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IN THE 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
AT RICHl\iOND, VIRGINIA. 
No. 119fi. 
GEORGE \V. DeSHAZO 
vs. 
D. S. DAVIS. 
UPON A PETITION FOR A PEREl\IPTORY WRlT OF 
MANDAMUS. 
To D. S. Davis: 
You are hereby notified that on the 14th day of January, 
1932, a.t 10:00 o'clock A. M., of that day, or as soon thereafter 
as the Court will hear me, I will make application to The Su-
preme Court of Appeals of Virg·inia, at Richmond, Virginia, 
for a Writ of~{andamus on a petition verified by oath, a copy 
of which said petition is served herewith. 
GEO. W. DeSHAZO. 
PETITION FOR MANDAMUS. 
To the Honorable Judges of the ~1tpreme Cou.rt of Appeals 
of Virg·inia: 
.. 
Your Petitioner, Georg·e W. DeShazo, respectfully repre-
sents that on the 3rd day of N ovemlJer, 1931, a general elec· 
2 Supt:eme Court of .Appeals of Virginia. 
tion w·as held. in Henry County, at which said election the 
electors of said County voted for a Treasurer of Henry 
County; 
That your petitioner was a candidate at said election for 
the office of Treasurer of Henry County; . 
That thereafter, to-wit, on the 5th day of November, 1931, 
the Commissioners .of election of Henry County, appointed 
in manner and for1n as provided by law, met, as required by 
law, and canvassed the returns from said election; 
That from such canvass, made as aforesaid, the said Com-
missioners did ascertain that your petitioner received the 
greatest number of votes cast at said election in said County 
for the office of ·Treasurer of Henry County, to be filled at 
said election as aforesaid; 
That the finding of the said Con1missioners was reduced 
to writing, sig·ned by a majority of the Commissioners pres-
ent constituting such board and was attested by the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Ifenry County-and as such ex offiicio 
of said board-and was annexed to the abstract of votes cast 
at said election, which abstract of votes has been duly made 
as required by law·. All of which will more fully appear 
from a certified copy of said abstract of votes filed herewith, 
marked "Exhibit A", and prayed to be read as a part hereof; 
That thereupon, and pursuant thereto, the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Henry County made out, in pursuance to the 
determination and finding·s of the Commissioners of election, 
as aforesaid, a certificate of election for your petitioner, 
George W. DeShazo, as having the highest number of votes 
for said office of Treasurer of Henry County, cast at said elec-
tion held as aforesaid. A certified copy of said certificate of 
election is filed herewith, marked ''Exhibit B'', and prayed 
to be read as part hereof ; 
That on the Rl st da.y of N ovemher, 1931, your· petitioner, 
George "\V. DeShazo, presented himself before the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Henry County and was duly qualified for 
the office of Treasurer of Henry County; executing the bond 
required by law in the penalty of $130,000.00 with the Na-
tional Surety Con1pany as surety and that he took and sub-
scribed to the oa.th of said office as will more fully appear 
from a certified copy of the certificate of qualification filed 
lwrewith, marked "Exhibit C ", and prayed to be read as a 
part hereof; 
That on the 1st day of January, 1932, that being the day 
desig·nated by the la-w of the State of ,VirA"inia for the be-
ginning of your petitioner's term of office, your petitioner pre-
sented himself at the Treasurer's office of said County before 
·Georg-e W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 3 
D. S. Davis, former Treasurer of Henry County and exhibited 
to him, the said D. S. Davis, the said certificate of election and 
the said certificate of qualification and execution of his bond, 
as aforesaid, and de1nanded of him, the said D. S. Davis, 
that he turn over to your petitioner said office of Treasurer 
a:nd turn over and deliver to your petitioner all books, rec-
~:n·dH, docun1ents, moneys and all property of whatsoever kind 
and nature appertaining to the said office of Treasurer of 
Henry County as required and directed of him, the said. D. 
S. Davis, by SecHons 353 and 359 of the Tax Code of Vir-
ginia; 
That the said D. S. Davis, without any authority of law, 
'vilfnlly refused to surrender said office audjor to deliver all 
books, records~ documents, moneys and all other property of 
·whatsoever nature thereto appertaining; 
W11erefore, your petitioner, being without any other ade-
quate remedy, prays that a Writ of Mandamus may be 
awarded directed to the said D. S. Davis, as aforesaid, in 
due form of law, to require the said D. S. Davis fortlnvith and 
immediately to turn over to your petitioner, the said George 
W. DeShazo, Treasurer of Henry County as aforesaid, all 
hooks, records, accounts, documents, moneys and all other 
})roperty and rnaterial appertaining to the said office of Treas-
urer and 'to turn over to the said George vV. DeShazo the of-
fice aforesaid, 'vhich he, the said D. S. Davis, now unlawfully 
with holds as nforesnid. 
And he 'viii ever pray, etc. 
I-IOR.ACE ~I. FOX, 
Roanoke, Va., 
JOHN \V. CARTER, Jr., 
l\Iartinsville, Va. 
Attorneys for petitioner. 
State of Virginia, 
. City of l\fartinsville, to-wit: 
GEO. "\V. DeSHAZO. 
This day George W. DeShazo, personally appeared before 
me Rieves S. Hodnett, a N ota.ry Public in and for the City 
of 1\-Iartinsville and State of Virginia, and made oath that 
the matter and things stated in the foregoing petition are 
true. 
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~ly Commission expires on the 15 day of May, 1933. 
Given under my hand this the 8th day of January, 1932. 
RIEVES S. HODNETT, 
Notary Public .. 
''EXHIBIT A. 11 
... 
Abstract of votes cast for County Ofli'c.ers at the General 
Election held on the 3rd day of Novr., 1931, in Henry County, 
Va .. : 
. -For Oonnty Treasurer: 
For D. S. Davis were cast nine hundred & seventy-five 
votes ( 975). 
~For Geo. W. DeShazo were cast thirteen hundred & 
sixty-five votes (1,365). 
For J. Ben Davis were cast two hunrlred & thirty-eight 
votes (238). 
For Sheriff: 
For H. L. Turner were cast eight hundred & sixty-five votes 
(865) . 
. For R. D. Giles were cast twf;:lve hundred & twenty-two 
votes (1,222). 
For J. M. Davis were cast thirteen hundred & thirty-four 
votes ( 1,334). 
For J. H. Morrison were cast nineteen votes (19). 
For R. B. Peatross were cast sixty-one votes (61). 
For Commissioner of the Revenue : 
For J. W. Stanley were cast eighteen hundred & forty-eig·ht 
votes (1,848). 
For T. S. Moore were cast seven hundred and nine votes 
(709). 
For Commonwealth Attorney: 
For W. R. Broaddus, Jr., were cast eighteen hundred & 
eighty-three (1,883) votes. 
For J ol1n W. Carter 'vere cast sixteen hundred & fifteen 
votes. 
Clerk's Office of Henry County Circuit Court 7th Novr., 
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1931, We, the undersigned Commissioners of the election held 
in the said County of Henry, on Tuesday after . the first Mon-
day in November, 1931, do certify that the annexed is a true 
abstract from the returns of said election for County Offi-
cers and do therefore determine and declare. 
That vV. R. Broaddus reecived the highest number of votes 
cast at said election for Commonwealth Attorney. 
That Jno. W. Stanley reecived the highest number of voteE 
cast at said election for Commissioner of the Revenue. 
That J. ~L Davis received the highest number of votes cast 
at said election for Sheriff. 
J~That Geo. "\V. DeShazo received the highest number of 
\Totes cast at said election for County Treasurer. · 
Given under our hands and seals this the day of November, l1 
1931 .. 
I{. G. TATUl\I, 
Commissioner of Election. 
W. T. MINTER, 
B. A. TURNER, 
l\:L T. DR.APER, 
F. R. HUNDLEY, 
Teste. T. C. MATTHEvVS, Clerk. 
A Copy-Teste: 
T. C. :NIATTHEWS, Clerk 
''EXHIBIT B.'' 
I, T. C. ~iatthe,vs, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the County 
of llenry and as such ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Com-
missioners of Election in said County, do hereby certify that 
an election was held on the 3rd day of November, 1931, for 
the said County pursuant to law, and that Geo. \V. DeShazo 
received the highest number of votes cast at said election for 
the office of County Treasurer for Henry County. 
Therefore, I, T. C. :Niatthews, ·Clerk as aforesaid, do cer-
tify that the said Geo. vV. DeShazo was declared duly elected 
to said office, according to law. 
Given under my hand this 2nd day of December, 1931. 
T. C. 1\IATTIIEWS, Clerk 
A Copy-Teste: 
T. C. AIATTHEWS, Clerk. 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
~Virginia : 
In the Clerk's office of the Circuit Court of the County of 
Henry this 31st day of December, 1931, Geo. W. DeShazo, 
who '".ras on the 3rd day of Nov., 1931, duly elected County 
Treasurer of the County of I-Ienry for the term of office com-
meincing· on the 1st day of J anua.ry, 1932, thi~ day appeared 
in the clerk's office of the Circuit Court of the Countv of 
Henry and with the National Surety Company, a. corpora-
tion chartered under the laws of New York, his surety, en-
tered into and acknowledged a bond in the penalty of one 
hundred & thirty thousand dollars, conditioned according to 
law, which said bond ·is ordered to be recorded, the said surety 
is recorded 
acting by R. S. Hodnett & Otis Jennings, its duly authorized 
• agent and attorney in fact, who executed said bond on behalf 
of said corporation by sig-ning thereto its corporate name 
and affixing thereto its corporate seal, and who duly acknowl-
edged the same, and 'vho also justified under oath as to the 
sufficiency of said surety. 
And thereupon the said Geo. Vl. DeShazo took and sub-
scribed the oaths of office prescribed by la"r· 
Given under my hand this 31st day of December, 1931. 
T. C. MATTHEWS, Clerk. 
A Copy-Teste: 
T. C. 1\fATTHE\rVS, Clerk. 
''EXHIBIT C.'' 
George W. DeShazo 
vs. 
D. S. Davis. 
NOTICE OF A.ND PETITION FOR 1\fANDA~1:US . 
.. Executed 8th Jan nary, 1932, by delivering a true copy of 
the within notice and a true copy of the within petition to 
D. S. Davis in person in my County of Henry. 
Fee $1.00. 
tTNO. \V. CARTER., Jr., 
~Iartinsville, V a. 
J. 1\L DAVIS, 
Sheriff Henry Co., V a., 
George W. DeShazo v. D·. S. Da:vis. 
IN THE 
SUPREl\IE COURT OF APPEALS OF VIRGINIA, 
AT RICHJVIOND, VIRGINIA. 
GEORGE W. DeSHAZO 
vs .. 
D. S. DAVIS. 
1\IOTION TO QUASH PETITION FOR MANDAMUS. 
7 
To the Hono'rable Judges of the B~tpren~e Cott·rt of Appeals 
of Virginia: 
Your respondent, D. S. Davis, respectfully asks the Court 
to quash the petition for mandamus exhibited against him in 
this cause, for the following reasons: 
1-That the petitioner was not in fact elected to the office 
of Treasurer of Henry County, Virginia, as alleged in his pe-
tition filed with your Honorable B;ody, and that he did not 
receive the highest number of votes of the qualified voters of 
Henry County, Virginia, in the election of November 3, 1931; 
that this respondent has duly and 'vithin the time and way 
prescribed by law filed his petition with the Circuit Court of 
Henry •Cotmty, Virginia, contesting the result of the afore-
said election as declared by the Board of Commissioners of 
Eleetion of said County, a certified copy of which petition is 
filed herewith as exhibit ''A''; that the aforesaid petition 
of your respondent alleges innumerable infractions of law 
instigated (;and procured by supporters ·and adheren:ts !Of 
George W. DeShazo, aforesaid, as a result of which it was 
made to appea.r that the aforesaid DeShazo received the· high-
est number of votes in tl1e said election, whereas upon the dis-
carding of the two precincts whereat the aforesaid infractions 
and violations are specifically alleged to have taken place it 
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will appear that your respondent and not the said George 
W. DeShazo was elected to the office of Treasurer aforesaid. 
2-That by virtue of "the filing of the aforesaid petition by 
your respondent a suit is pending in the !Circuit Court of 
Henry Gounty, Virginia, to determine the title to the office 
of Treasurer of said County, or to declare another election 
therefor. 
3-That the proceeding before Your I-Ionorable Body is 
in substance one to try title to the office aforesaid and that 
Mandamus is not the proper method of making such a deter-
mination, but that an information in the nature of a quo 
warranto should be resorted for that purpose and your re-
spondent specifically says that Mandamus is improper here 
for the follo\ving reasons·: 
(a)-By the filing of the petition aforesaid by this re-
spondent contesting the validity of the said election, a seri-
ous question of fact is raised, and JVIandamus will not lie to 
determine disputed quest~ons of fact. · 
(b }-That the granting of the relief asked for. by the petL 
tioner herein can only ·be accomplished by a determination of 
title to the aforesaid office. 
(c)-. That your respondent is an officer de facto, if not de 
ju.re, and has the rig·ht a.s against all the· world to hold over 
and retain possession of the said office pending an election 
contest brought in the proper tribunal. 
(d)-That the petitioner has an adequate, legal and specific 
remedy in the nature of a quo warranto, and should, there-
fore, be denied ::Mandamus. 
(e)-That public. policy demands that an incumbent, hon-
estly claiming office under color of right, retain the office pend-
ing proceedings to try title thereto, it being for the best inter-
ests of the public that the office be not disturbed during such 
pendency. · 
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(f)-It would be nebulous for the Court to grant George 
W. DeShazo, aforesaid, a 1\fandamus to obtain possession of 
the said office when there is great probability that the result 
of the election contest aforesaid will be to declare your re-
spondent to have been the duly elected treasurer of said 
County, or order another election in that reg·ard. 
Wherefore your respondent respectfully asks the petition 
aforesaid exhibited. against him in this cause to he hence'dis-
·missed and that your respondent be allowed reasonable costs 
in this behalf expended. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN \V. CARTER, Jr., 
R·. C. CLEMENT, Counsel. 
D. S. DAVIS, 
By Counsel. 
DAVIS EXHIBIT ''A''. 
To the Hon. rl. T. Clem.ent, Jtttdge of the Cirml-it Co·urt of 
Hen·ry County, Virginia: 
The Complaint of 0. P. Hedgecock,. S. J. Richardson, J. 
E. Frith, L. A. Starling, J. W. Slaughter, T. P. Read, G. 
D. lVIoore, J. A. Richardson, R. B. vVigingion, J. A. Burgess, 
J. ~I. Self. P. F: Bococ.k, L. A. Thomas, .J. B. Stigall, L. G. 
Hammon, Oha.rlie RP-tliff. ·D. H. Harris, J. W. Lovell .• T. H. 
Richardson and Irvin W. Cubine. who are all qualified vo-. 
ters of the County of llenry, in the State of Virginia and 
domiciled in Raid county and legally qualified to vote in said 
county in the general election held therein for county officers 
. on the 3rd day of November, 1931, respectfully represent 
as a basis for the relief hereinafter prayed for, the following· 
case: 
I-Tha.t on the 3rd day of November, 1931, a general elec-
tion was held in said County of llenry for the election of a 
Treasurer of said county for the term next following. 
II-That at said election D. S. Davis, a duly qualified 
voter of said county and a person in all respects eligible for 
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the office ·of County Treasurer, was a candidate for the said 
office, and one J. Hen Davis a.nd one Geo. ,V. DeShazo were 
also candidates for said office. 
III-That under and by virtue of the law applicable to such 
cases made and provided, one of said candidates was required 
to be chosen by the qualified voters of said county partici-
pating in said general election as the Treasurer of said county 
of Henry, for the term of four years beginning January 1st, 
1932. 
IV-That the Board of Coimnissioners of Election of said 
county met in the Clerk's Office promptly after said general 
election, as required by law, a.nd proeeeded to open the sev-
eral returns of the said general election which had been 
n1ade to the said office from the respective voting precincts 
of said county, for the purpose of ascertaining from said 
returns the person 'vho had received the greatest number of 
votes for Treasurer of said c.ounty, which said Board, after 
having completed the said canvass of the said returns, and 
havin~ caused certain irrep:ularities and defects tlierein to 
be .corrected, :and having ascertained from the said returns the 
person who receiYed the gTeatest number of votes for the 
office of Treasurer for Henry County, as appeared from said 
returns, eaused to be made out an abstract of the votes said 
to have· been cast at. said general election, in accordance with 
the statutes in such cases made and provided. 
V-That it appears from said abstract that the Board of 
. Commissioners of Election ascertained that 1,365 votes were 
cast at said general election for the said Geo. W. DeShaz.) 
for Treasurer of Henry County, and that 238 votes were cast 
for the said .T. Ben Davis for Treasurer of said county, aud 
that 975 votes were cast for said D. S. Davis, for Treasurer 
of said county. 
VI-That in pursuance of the determination of said Boat·d 
of Election, the certificate of election to the office of Treas-· 
urer of HPnry Oonnty wa.s delivered to the sa.id Geo. '\V. 
DeShazo as being the ~person elected to said office. 
VII-There are eighteen (lR) election precincts in said 
county, the·names of which are set out in a tabulated state-
ment with the returns from each of said precincts as follows: 
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STATEMENT OF RETURNS 
Precincts D. S. 'Geo. W. J. Ben. 
Davis DeShazo Davis 
Martinsville Dist. 141 11 31 
Ridgeway 79 137 '20 
Iris burg 89 40 :20 
Aiken Summit 44 25 14 
Axton 61 ·38 :26 
Mountain Valley '72 23 5 
Leatherwood 48 '21 17 
Figsboro 36 14 12 
Ironside 17 '23 16 
Oak Level 46 '22 7 
Bassett #1 56 633 .34 
·Gunsville 16 44 4 
Scotts 37 79 12 
Spencer 40 33 2 
Moores Mill 18 22 .3 
Horsepasture 35 .31 3 
Fieldale 132 12 0 
Bassett #2 8 157 6 
.Totals 975 1365 238 
VIII-It will be observed that said returns show that uaid 
Geo. W. DeShazo 'vas elected to the said office of Treasarer 
by a plurality of :-190 votes. 
IX-That it was upon the basis of the number of votoo cast 
for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and .the said D. S. Davis and 
the said J. 'Ben Davis for the offic-e -of Treasurer as shown by 
the foregoing return from the said precincts in the said county 
of Henry that the said Board of Commissioners of Election 
a''rarded to the said Geo. W. DeShazo the certificate of elec-
tion as aforesaid. 
X-Y·our complainants allege and charge that the said elec-
tion was an undue and illegal election and that the return 
thereof were false returns, and for the follo,ving reasons: 
(a) Tha.t the persons named in Exhibit "A" filed here-
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with voted in the said election at Bassett #l voting precinct 
in said county; that they voted for the said Geo. D. DeShazo 
and against the said D. S. Davis and J·. Ben Davis; that their 
votes were counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against 
said D. S. Davis \and J. Ben Davis, and are included in the 
returns above set forth; that said votes were illegal and 
should not have been cast or counted, for the reason that 
each and every :one of said voters, being physically able, did 
not make out the applications to register in their own hand-
w·ritings respectively without aid, suggestio:Q. or me,moranda 
in the presence of the registration officer, stating therein their 
respective names, ages, dates and places of birth and resi-
dences and occupations at the time and for_ one year next pre-
ceding·, ru1d whether he or she, as the case may be, had pre-
viously voted and if so the state, county and precinct in which 
he or she voted as the case m:ay be, and that all of said per-
sons were registered ·within the six months next preceding 
the general election of November 3rd, 1931. 
(b) That the persons named in Exhibit "B" filed here-
wtih voted in the said election at Bassett #2 precinct in 
said county; that they voted for the ·said ·Geo. W. DeShazo 
and against the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their 
votes were counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against 
said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are included in the 
returns above set forth; that said votes were illegal and 
. should not have been cast. or counted, for the reas-on that 
each a.nd every one of said voters being physically able, did 
not make out the applications to register in their own re-
spective handwritings without aid, .suggestion or memoranda 
iri the presence of the registration offic:er, stating therein 
their respective names, ages. dates and places of birth and 
residences and occupations at the time and for one year next 
preceding, and whether he or she, as the case may be, had 
previously voted, and if so, the state, county and precinct in 
which he or she voted, as· the case may be, and that all of 
said persons were registered within the six months next pre-
ceding the general election of November 3rd, 1931. 
(c) That the persons nam-ed in Exhibit "0" filed herewith 
voted in the said election at Bassett #1 precinct in said 
county; that they voted for said Geo. W. DeShazo and against 
~aid D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their votes were 
counted for said Geo. W. DeShazo and against the said D. S. 
. - . 
George· W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis.- 13 
Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are included in the returns above 
set forth; that said votes were illegal and should not ha V€ 
been cast or counted for the reason that the names of none of 
said persons appear on the registration books of said pre-
cinct, they never having registered as required by la,v. 
(d) That the perso11s named in Exhibit ''D" filed here-
witll voted in the said election at Bass-ett #2 precinct in 
said county; that they voted for said Geo. W. DeShazo and 
against said D. S. Davis and .J. Ben Davis; that their votes 
were counted for said Geo. W. DeShazo, ag·ainst the said D. S. 
Davis and .J. Ben Davis, and are included in the returns above 
set forth; that said votes 'vere illegal and should not have 
been east or counted f.or the reason that the names of none 
of said persons appear on the. registration books of said 
precinct, they never having registered as required by la:w. 
(e) That the persons named in Exhibit "E" filed herewith 
voted at the said election at Bassett #1 precinct in the said 
county; that they voted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and 
against the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their votes 
lvere counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against the 
said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are included in the 
returns above set forth; that said votes were illegal and 
should not have been ca.st or counted for the reason that 
none of said persons had personally pa.id all state capitation 
taxes assessed or assessible against them respectively during 
the three years next preceding the year 1931 at last six 
months prior to Nov. 3rd, 1931, and that none of said per-
sons' names appear on ·the Trea·surer 's certified capitation 
tax list required by Sec. 38 of the Constitution of Virginia, 
as being persons wl1o had paid at least six months next 
prior to the g·eneral election of Nov. 3rd, 1931, all state poll 
taxes assessed or assessible against .them, under Sec. 21 of 
the Constitution, during the three years next preceding the 
year 1931. 
(f) That the persons named ill Exhibit "F" :filed herewith 
voted at the said election at Bassett #2 voting pre~inct in the 
said county; that they voted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo 
and against the· said D. S. Da.vis and J. Ben Davis; that 
their votes we-ce counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and 
against the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are in-
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;virginia: 
eluded in the returns above set forth; that said votes were 
illegal and should not have been cast or counted for the rea-
son that none of said persons had personally paid all state 
capitation taxes assessed or assessible against them respec-
tively ·during the three years next preceding the· year 1931 
at least six months prior to Nov. 3rd, 1931, and that none 
of said persons' names appeared on the Treasurer's certified 
capitation tax list required by Sec. 38 of the Constitution of 
Virginia as being persons v.rho had paid at least six months 
next prior to the general election of November 3rd, 1931, all 
state poll taxes assessed or assessible against them under 
Sec. 21 of the Constitution, during the three years next pre-
ceding· the year 1931. 
(g) That the persons named in Exhibit "G'' filed here-
with voted in the said election at B-assett #1 voting precinct 
in said county; that they voted for the said Ge·o. W. DeShazo 
and against said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their 
votes were counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against 
the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are included in 
the returns above set forth; that said votes were illegal 
and should not have been cast or counted for the reason that 
each and every one of said voters had not been residents of 
said precinct for thirty days next preceding the election in 
which they voted, but on the c.ontrary were in fact non-resi-
dents of said precinct at the time they cast their votes and 
have been such non-residents for a long time next prior 
thereto. 
(h) That the persons named in Exhibit '' H'' filed here-
with voted in the said election at Bassett #2 voting· precinct 
in said county; that they voted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo 
and against the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their 
votes were counted for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against 
the said D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis, and are included in 
the returns above set forth; that said votes were illegal and 
should not have been cast or counted for the reason that 
each and every one of the said voters had not been residents 
of said precinct for thirty days next preceding the election 
in which they voted, but on the contrary ''rere in fact non-
residents of said precinct at the time they cast their votes and 
have been such non-residents for a long time next prior 
thereto. 
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(i) That the persons named in Exhibit "I" filed herewith 
voted in said election at Bassett #l precinct in said county; 
that they voted for said Geo. vV. DeShazo and against the said 
D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their votes were counted 
for the said Geo. W. DeShazo and against the said D. S. 
Davis and J. Ben Davis and were included in the. returns 
above set forth; that said votes were illegal and should not 
have been east or counted f.or the reason that none of said 
persons so named prepared or marked their respective ballot, 
but said ballot was marked and prepa1·ed by one of the ,elec· 
tion officials or by an outsider, none of said persons having 
registered before the Ist of January, 1904, and none of them 
being physically unable to prepare and mark their ballot. 
(j) That the persons named in Exhibit "J'' voted in 
said election at Bassett #2 precinct in said county; that they 
voted for said Geo. W. DeShazo and against the said D. S. 
Davis and J. Ben Davis; that their votes were counted for the 
said Geo. W. DeShazo and against the said D. S. Davis and 
J. Ben Davis and were included in the· returns above set 
forth; that said votes were illegal and should not have been 
cast or counted for the reason that none of said persons 
so named prepared or marked their respective ballot, but said 
ballot was marked and prepared by one of the election offi-
cials or by an outsider, none of said persons having regis-
tered before the 1st of January, 1904, and none of them be-
ing· physically unable to. prepare and mark their ballot. 
XI-Your complainants allege and charge that the said 
election was invalid and illegal insofar as Bassett Precinct 
# 1 is concerned, and that the returns from said precinct were 
false returns and should be entirely discarded and rejected 
iu determining the result of said election, for the following 
reasons: 
a-That John D. Bassett, W. lVL Bassett, John W. R-amsey.: 
E. T. Ramsey and T. B. Stanley are residents of the saict 
Bassett # 1 J)recinct; tl1at tlu~y are all men of large means 
and 'vealth and all of them own large interests in the John 
·.B. Bassett lVIanufacturing Company, the B·assett Furniture 
Company, the Ran1sey Furniture Company, the Stanley Fur-
. niture Company and the Bank of Bassett; that each and ·every 
: one of those named hold executive positions of direction and 
control in one or more of said institutions; that a large num-
ber of, if not the majority of the voters at said precinct are 
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employed in one or the other of the concerns mentioned; 
that the men hereinbefore mentioned decided and determined 
to give their support in the election of November 3rd, 1931, 
to a certain list of canditates, popularly known as the 
~'County Ticket'' and particularly to Geo. \V. DeShazo, a can-
didate for Treasurer; that they exerted all of their influence 
~d control over their employees for the pu-rpos·e of seeing 
and requiring that said employees should vote for said 
"County Ticket'' and particularly f.or said Geo. W. DeShazo; 
that they interested themselves in seeing that all of their 
·employees should be reg·istered rgardless of whether they 
were entitled to registration or not, and in further seeing 
that said employees went to the polls and voted on the day 
of November 3, 1931, regardless of whether said employees 
,v.ere registe·red or whether they had qualified themselvea 
to vote by the prepayment of capitation taxes; that on elec-
tion day the said John D. B~assett, \V. l\L Bassett and T. B. 
Stanley 'vere personally present at Bassett # 1 precinct su-
.perintending the arrangements whereby their respective em-
.ployees should be brought to the polls in herds for the pur-
. . pose of voting for the candidates not of the choice of said vo-
ters, but the choice of the five men mentioned; that arrange-
ments were made whereby agents of said five men conveyed 
practically all of the employees of the buAiness in which they 
were interested to the voting precinct· in automobiles, and 
these voters were not permitted to see or to talk with any 
one whatsoever except John D. Bassett, W. M. Bassett and T. 
B. Stanley, or their agents·; that John W. R.amsey; was not 
present because of illness and E .. T. Ramsey was not present 
because of absence fr9m Bassett on business; that John D. 
Bassett, W. B. Bassett and T. B. St.anley to all intents and 
purposes were in absolute control of the election officials at 
Bassett #1 precinct and in fact dominated and determined 
how the election at this precinct should be conducted. . 
b-That in pursuance of their plan and scheme a~ hereto-
fore outlined the appointment of E. T. Ramsey as Register 
of this precinct was procured, and that since the 1st of May, 
1931, in anticipation of the approaching November election 
the said E. T .. Ramsey in willful and flagrant violation of law 
placed on the registration books of this precinct names of 
approximately 360 persons, the greater majority of whom 
were· employees of the business enterprises hereinbefore 
· metioned, all for the purpose of having said persons ille-
gally vote in said election of Nov. 3rd, 1931; particularly that 
they might vote for Geo. W. DeShazo. 
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. c--Tllat in pursuance of the plan and scheme heretofore 
mentioned, John vV. Ramsey, Chairman of the Demoratic 
party of ;Henry County prevailed upon the Electoral Board 
of said county to appoint as Judges of Election D. P. Helms, 
an employee of the John D. Bassett ~Iauufacturing Co., F. R. 
Hundley, a.n insurance agent doing a. great· deal of business 
with the enterprises whic-h have been mentioned, and W. W .. 
Smith, and as clerks C. V. Stanley, an employee of the .Stan-
-ley Furniture Company and J. B. Dillon, an employee of the 
Bank of Bassett, and these election officials acting together 
with certain others \Vho without warrant or authority of la:w 
also pretended to act as eleetion officials, conducted the elec-
tion of November 3rd, 1931, with a willful and flagrant dis-
. regard of practically every constitutional and statutory pro-
vision designed to protect the public from fraud and corrup-
tion in connection \vith its elections, as will hereafter appear, 
all for the purpose of procuring the election of the so-called 
''County Ticket'' and particularly the election of Geo. W. De-
Shazo a.s Treasurer. 
d-On the morning of election. day the aforementioned elec-
tion officials undertook, in violation and disregard of law, 
. to have the election a.t Bassett #l precinct conducted not 
only by themselves but by other persons as well, such persons 
not having been appointed or designated for that purpose 
by the Electoral Board of Henry County, to-wit: they des-
ignated and ha.d one J. E. B'assett, another employee of the 
Bassett Furniture. Company, to serve along 'vith them as a 
judg·e of election, and one C. D. Helms, an employee of the 
Ramsey Furniture Co. to serve along with the regular clerks 
as a ·clerk of election. These pse~tdo and pretended election 
officials remained in the voting place during the entire time 
that the votes were being cast, counted and canvassed, in 
plain \villful and flagTant violation of law. These pseudo 
pretending election officials undertook to certify and attest 
along \vith the regular election officials to the returns of said 
precinct as will appear from the poll books delivered to the 
Clerk's office. In addition to the two pseudo and pretended 
election officials named, the reg·ula.rly constituted election of-
ficials also permitted one W. W. Gwynn, another employee 
of the Bassett Furniture Company to remain in the polling 
place during the entire tiine, that the votes were being cast, 
counted and canvassed, and 'the said \V. W. Gwynn in fact 
participated in and assisted in the conduct of the election 
as though he were au election offiCial. 
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e-The said election officials, the pseu-do and pretended 
eleetion officials and the said W. W. Gwynn then conspired 
with John D. Bassett, W. ~L Bassett and T. B. Stanley to 
have the election at this precinct conducted in such manner 
as to prevent any candidate for office or any citizen from 
observing the conduct of the election or from protesting 
·against any irregularity, illegality or fraud, by. the follow-
ing means, to-wit: The polling place for this precinct was and 
is at Bassett School . auditorium. The front door of this 
building is approximately 80 feet fron1 the stag·e of said audi-
torium. · The ballot box was placed on the stage of said audi-
torium where the judges of election and their unauthorized 
and illegal assistants proceeded to conduct said election. The 
ballots were kept on the stage near the ballot box and several . 
tables were placed on this stage where voters might mark 
their ballots. The curtain to the stage was then let down, 
obscuring the judg·es of election and the ballot box from pub-
lic view and acting with the approval and consent of the 
election officials said John D. Bassett, W. M. B1a.ssett and T. 
B. Stanley procured the services of one George Ramsey to 
act as doorkeeper for the building. This said George Ram-
sey received his instructions from John D. Bassett and these 
instructions were to permit no one to enter the building ex-
cept persons offering to vote. In fact, however. the said John 
D. Bassett did, at frequent intervals, enter the building and 
not only entered the building but went down to and upon the 
stage where the elec.tion was being conducted while voters 
were preparing and c-asting their ballots, .and by permission 
of the said John D. Bassett one G. E. ~[orris, a. representa-
tive of D. S. Davis, was permitted to go inside of the building 
but could not, because of the arrangement hereinbefore stated, 
see or hear anything of the conduct of the election while it 
\\ras being had. The persons offering to vote were permitted 
to enter the building and going to the end thereof entered the 
stage from a. side door. The stage was approximately 15 
by 35 feet. By the aforesaid means the election at Bassett 
# 1 precinct was secretly conducted so far as a.ny candidate 
or the public was eoncerned, and during the conduct of said 
election the judges of election and their unlawful and iilega! 
assistants were g-uilty of. the following violations of law: 
1. None of the judges of eleetion nor the clerks of election 
took and subscribed to the oath required by law before be-
ginning tl1e performance of their duties as such. 
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2. The ballot box provided for by law with lock and key was 
not used but an entirely differently equipped box was em-
ployed in which to deposit the ballots 
3. Upon the opening of the polls the ballot box was not 
opened in the presence of those there assembled and turned 
upside down so as to empty out everything that was in it. 
4. The ballot box was not loeked before the proclamation 
that the polls were open. · . 
5. Ballots were not delivered or furnished to voters offer-
ing to vote as required by law, but in many and in fact. in 
most ca.ses the voter never received the ballot at all, it being 
handled only by some election officials or by a pretended elec--
tion official or outsider. 
6. Practically every voter who offered to vote was advised, 
counseled and solicited as to how he should mark Ius ballot 
by some election official, psettdo election officials or outsider. 
7. So-called ticket markers were designated from among 
the election officials and pseudo election officials and practi-
ca.lly every ballot cast was marked by some of these persons 
and not by the person offering to vote, and this without ref-
erence to hethm· the voter 'vas physically able to mark his 
ballot, -or ''rhether he registered prior to January 1, 1904. 
8. Voters were permitted to approach the ballot box and 
polling place in large numbers, herds in fact, and at times 
on the small stage \vhereon the election machinery had been 
.set up ten or more voters would be voting or offering to 
vote at the same time. 
9. No booths were provided for the voters but only the 
tahles hereinbefore mentioned, with the result that coupled 
'\rith the crowded condition of the stage, made so by the pres-
ence of three persons other than the regular election officials 
and the lartre number of voters. it was impossible for any 
voter to prepare and mark his ballot secretly but he was com-
pelled to prepare and mark the same under the watchful eya 
of a group of men em-ployed by the business enterprises 
l1ereinbefore mentioned. 
10. No attempt was made to comply 'vith the law that the 
judge to whom any ballot 'vas delivered by a votor should 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
upon receipt thereof pronounce the name of such voter in an 
audible voice. In fac.t if this provision of the law had been 
complied with, its purpose, to-wit: to permit protest o~ 
challenge from a candidate or a citizen, would have been abso-
lutely defeated by reason of the secrecy with which. the elec-
tion was held and the fact that the public 'vas absolutely ex-
clu4ed from either seeing or hearing of what was being done 
by_ the election officials. 
11. Upon the closing of the polls the judges of election did 
not destroy the ballots remaining unused before they opened 
·the ballot box. 
12. The judges of election did not proceed to examine and 
·count the ballots to ascertain if any duplicate ballots had 
been cast, and whether or not the number of ballots cast 
corresponded with the number of names on the poll books, nor 
did they sign the poll books, nor did the clerks .of election at-
test the same, certifying to the number of electors at the 
election and the names of said electors, but proceeded to count 
and ascertain the number of votes cast for every person voted 
· for without so doing. 
13. During the count and canvass of the ballots persons 
other than the judges of election or the psettdo judges of· elec-
tion were permitted to handle the same. 
14 . .After canvassing the vote the judg·es did not put the 
poll books under cover and seal th~ same before they ad-
journed, ·but waited until the next day and then permitted 
J. B. Dillon, one of the clerks, to attest the same although 
the said ,T. B. Dillon had not remained during the counting 
or canvassing of said ballots. 
· 15. In fact, as the:;;e complainants are advised, the elec-
tion at Bassett #l precinct was held on the lawful day ther~­
for, and the official ballot was used, but in no other respeet, 
so ·far as these complainants can ascertain, was a single one 
of the provisions of the election laws of this state complied 
with. And these complainants believe and therefore charge 
that this failure to· comply with the plain provisions of the 
law was instig·ated and procured by supporters and adherents 
of Geo. W. DeShazo, hereinbefore named, for the purpose of 
securing a majority in said election for said Geo. W. De-
Shazo by intimidation, coercion and fraud. 
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XII-Your complainants ·allege and ·c.harge that the said 
election was invalid and illegal insofar as ~assett Precinct 
#2 is concerned, and that the returns from said precinct 
were·false returns and should be entirely discardged and re-
jected in determining· the result of said election, for the fol-
lowing reasons : 
· (a) That the plans and purposes of John D. Bassett, \V. M. 
Bassett, John W. Ramsey, E. T. Ramsey and T. B. Stanley, 
as hereinbefore set out, with reference to Bassett #1 precinct 
applied with equal forc-e to Bassett #2 precinct and in that 
precinct John B. Bassett, Jr., appeared and acted as ·the 
agent of those hereinbefore named. 
(b) That in pursuance of such plans the appointment of 
H. A. Knight as Registrar of Hassett #2 precinct was pro·· 
cured, a.nd that ·since the 1st of ~fay, 1931, in anticipation 
of the approaching N oven1ber election the said H. A. Knight 
in ·willful and flagrant violation of law placed on the regis-
tration books of this precinc.t the names of approximately 
100 persons, the greater majority of 'vhom were employees 
of the business enterprises hereinbefore mention~d, for the 
purpose of having said persons illega.lly vote in said election 
of November 3, 1931, particularly that they might vote for 
Geo. W. DeShazo. 
(c) That in lJnruance of such plan John W. Ramsey, 
Chairman as aforesaid, prevailed upon the· Electorial Board 
of said count~r to appoint as judges of election R.. S. Foley, 
T. G. Ca.rt.er and J. L. Philpott. and as clerks, 1\'Iinnie 1vl. 
Fuqua and Sallie B. Stone; that two of the judges of election 
were employees of the business enterprises hereinbefore 
mentioned and that the husband of one of the clerks was such 
an employee; that these election officials conducted the elec-
tion of November 3rd, 1931, with willful and flagrant dis-
l'egard of practically every constitutional and statutory pro-
~ision designed to protect the public from. fraud and cor-
ruption in connection with its elections, as will hereafter ap-
pear, all for f:he purpose of procuring·. the election of the so-
called ''County Ticket'' and particularly the election of Geo. 
'\V. DeShazo as Treasurer. · 
(d) That in pursuance of the plan hereinbefore mentioned 
and in the eonduct of the election, the judges of election and 
the clerks thereof were g·uHty of the following violations of 
law: . . : : : · J 
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1-N one of the judges of ·election nor the clerks of elec-
tion took and subscribed to the oath required by law before 
beginning the performance of their duties as such. In fact 
none of SlJCh judg·es of ·election have to this good day taken 
or subseribed to such an oath, as will appear from the poli 
books of the precinct . 
. 2-The ballot box provided for by law with lock and key 
was not used, but an entirely differently equipped box was 
employed in ""'hich to deposit the ballots. 
3-lTpon the opening of the polls the ballot box 'vas not 
opened in the presence of those there assembled and turned 
upside down so as to empty ·out everything that was in it. 
4-The ballot box was not locked before the proclamation 
tha.t the polls 'vere open. 
5-The ballots were not delivered or furnished the voters 
offering to vote, as required by law, but in many and in fact 
in most c.a.ses the voter never received the ballot at all, it be-
ing ha.ndl~d only by some election official or outsider. 
6-Practically every voter who offered to vote 'vas ad-
vised, counseled and solicited as to how he should mark his 
ballot by some election official or outsider. 
· 7-So-ealled ticket markers 'vere designated from among 
the election officials and practically every ballot cast "ras 
ma~·ked by an official or an outsider, and not by the person of-
fering to vote, and that without ref.erence to whether the vo-
ter ·was physically able to mark his ballot or whether he reg-
istered prior to January 1, 1904. 
8-Voters were permitted to approach the ballot box ar:d 
polling place in large numbers and there being no boothR pro-
vided the result wa!3 that the soorecy of the ballot wns disre-
~arded and the voter was compelled to prepare and mark 
hh:; ballot under the watchful eye of agents of John D. Bfl:;-
sett, John ,V. Ramsey, E. T. Ramsey and T. B. Stanley. 
9-The ballot box was opened before the closing of the polls 
and the counting of the ballots wa.s then begun. 
10-The judges of election did !not proceed to examine and 
count the ballots to aseertain if any duplicate ballots had 
1-
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been ca~t and wl1ether or not the number of ballots cast cor-
responded with the number of names on the poll books. 
11-The judges of election did not destroy the ballots re-
maininp,· unsued before they began the count or before they 
opened :the ballot hox or after the polls were closed. 
12-The judges of election did not sign the poll books, nor 
did the clerks of election attest the same, ·certifying the num-
ber of electors at the ~lection pr the names of suc.h electors, 
but proceeded to count and ascertain the num,ber o.f votes cast 
for every person voted for without so doing, and that the 
said judges and clerks have never signed and attested the 
eertificate as to the number of electors voting at. said precinct. 
13-The Judges of election did not and have not signed the 
returns of said precinct, nor did the clerks of election attest 
the same. 
14--During the count and canvass of the ballots persons 
ther than the judges of election were permitted to handle 
the same. 
15-Becausc of the innumerable violations of law herein-
before set forth, these complainants believe and therefore 
charge that these failures to comply with t)le plain provisions 
of law was instigated and procured by supporters and ad-
herents of Geo. ~w. DeShazo hereinbefore named, for the 
purpose of securing the majority in said election for said Goo. 
\V. DeShazo by intimidation, coercion and fraud. 
XIII : Your complainants are advised, believe and charge 
that because of the disqualifications of the voters hereinbefore 
set forth, and whose names are listed in the exhibits filed 
herewith, which exhibits a.re asked to be· read herewith and 
taken as a part hereof, the votes of said voters should be 
stricken from the count of the said Geo. W. DeShazo and 
'vhen that is done it will appear that the said D. S. Davis and 
not the said Geo. ,V. DeShazo was eleeted to the office of 
Treasurer of Henry County. And your complainants are 
further advised, believe and charge that because of the ille-
gality and invalidity of the- elections held at Bassett Pre-
cinct #1 and Bassett Precinct #2 as hereinbefore set forth, 
the results of 1said two precincts should he discarded and re-
jected in their entirety and 'vhen that is done it will appear 
24 Supreme Court of Appeal:; of Virginia. 
that the· said D. S. Davis and not the said Geo. W. DeShazo 
was elected to the office of Treasurer of Henry County. 
In consideration of the foregoing and the false returns of 
the said primary election and the illegal and invalid conduct 
of said election at Bassett Precinct # 1 and Bassett Precinct 
#2, your complainants pray that the said election and the re-
turns be inquired into and the true result of said election be 
ascertained and determined by this Honorable Court; that. 
the returns from Bassett ·Pre9inct # 1 and Bassett Pl·ecinc.t 
# 2 be discarded and rejected; that proper orders may be 
given for the inspection of the ballots given or cast at said 
precincts in 'Said election; the inspection of the poll books 
and other election machinery; that the said certificate of elec:. 
tion heretofore delivered to the said Geo. W. DeShazo be an-
nulled and a proper certificate 'pf election be granted to the 
said D. S. Davis; and your complainants pray that they may 
have such further and general relief in the premises as the 
nature iof their case may require or to equity and good con-
science shall seem meet, and in duty bound they will ever pray .. 
Sig·ned by the following: 
L.A. Rtarling 
J. W. Slaughter 
T. P. Read 
G. D. Moore 
. J. A. Richardson 
R. B. Wigington 
J. A. Burgess 
J. M. Self 
P. F. Bocock 
J. E. Frith 
L.A. Thomas 
J. B. Stigall 
S. .T. Richardson 
0. P. Hedgecock 
L. G. Hammon 
Char lie Setliff 
D. H. Harris 
J. W. Lovell 
J. H. Richardson 
Irvin W. Cubine 
We, .J. H. Richardson and J. '\V. Lovell, two of the persons 
making the foregoing complaint, do solemnly s'vear that the 
facts stated in the said complaint are true to the best of our 
-knowledge and belief. 
Given under our hands this 16th day of November, 1931. 
(Sd.) J. H. RICHAR.DSON~-
" J. W. LOVELL. 
- I 
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·v·irginia, 
Henry County, to-wit: 
I, P. R. Stone. a Notary Public in and.for the State and 
County aforesaid, do hereby certify that J. H. ·Richardson 
and .T. "\V •. Lovell. two of the persons making the foregoing 
complaint, this day personally appeared bef.ote me in my 
said county and lstate and took and subscribed before me the 
foregoing oath that the facts stated in the foregoing c.om-
plaint are true to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
Given under my J1and this 16th day of Nov:~, 1931. 
~iy commission expires : Oct. 5, 1932. 
. ,, 
(Sd.) P.R. STONE, 
Notary Public . 
EXHIBIT ''A''. 
List of persons who registered at Precinct Bassett # 1 
'vithin six months next prior to November 3, 1931, and who 
did not nutke application for registration as required by law, 
and who vot~d in the genera] election of Nov. 3rd . 
. llllen, Dewey 
A1len. Emmitt 
Allcorn, Julian 
Adams, Lester 
.Andrews, J. ~. 
Adams, Mrs. Golda 
Anderson, E. L. 
Barker, Iry 
Bowling, B. D. 
Boaz, T. J. 
Bchder, Buford 
Barnes, Leevia 
Bryant, Geo. 
Bryant, Frank 
Bond, Early 
Booth, Clyde 
Brown, Bill . 
Buckner, Byrd 
Buckner, Hiram 
Belcher, Buren 
Boyd, Roy 
Barker Bradley 
Bailey, E. T. 
Barber, F. H. 
Boone, W. I.,. 
Boone, N annie F . 
Bull('ek, Carl D. 
Bryant, Robt. 
Bradner, E. R. 
Browri, S. N. 
Byrd, Gladys 
Burnett, Jesse 
Callahan, C. S. 
Christopher, V. L. 
Cooper, T. W. 
Childress, John W. 
Cassidy, Gilbert 
Conway, Bill 
Conwa~y, W. T. 
Chitwood. John 
Carr, John H. 
Callahan, J. H. 
Cooper, A. W. 
Carter, Murray 
26 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Collins, vVill 
Case, T. A. 
Claybrook, H. F. 
Clay, J. G. 
Callahan, Cavannah 
'Voleman, l(ern 
Chaney, J no. T. 
Cooper, Vera 
Crl:\.ig, L. N. 
C'assady, !Arthur 
Costello, Thomas 
Collins, E. N. 
Drewry, I. 0. 
Dorsett, G. R. 
Dodson, Eleen 
Dodson, Oaroline 
Davis, Raymond 
Daniel, Mrs. Charlie (Janie} 
Durham, Troy 
Dalton, Jesse 
Denson, W. R. 
Dunford, Dennis 
Dalton, Howard 
Dunford, Geo. 
Dunford, Leonard 
Eggleston, Morris 
Emmerson, Pete 
Eanes, W. A. Jr. 
Eggleston, N annie J. 
Eggleston, Kate 
Edwards, Connie T. 
]}ggleston, Mrs. Sallie 
Eggleston, Loula 0. 
Eggleston, Lillian 
:Flu bank, S. W. 
Eubank, Lillie R. 
Eanes, W. A. Jr. 
Earnes, Harry 
Eubank, Gordon B. 
Edwards, Paul 
Elgin, Lynn 
Ellington, E. E. 
Ellington, Mrs. E. E. 
Elliott, Mrs. Georgie 
Farmer, L. G. 
Foley, R. L. 
Ferguson, Charlie 
Fagg, Percy 
Ferguson, V. G. 
Foster, Jesse C. 
Fleshn1an, Dr. D. L. 
Ferguson, Sam D. 
Fersuson, Otis F. 
Ferguson, J. C. 
Foley, Roomer 
Fields, J. F. 
Flippen, W. F. 
Flippen, Barker 
Foster, L. G. 
Fisher, R. ·J. 
Fisher, Gladys 
Foley, 1\Hss Mulcye J. 
Finney, J. L. 
Flippen, J. H. 
Graham, George 
Giles, W ooh;ie Ramsey 
Grogan, FranK 
Gilbert, Guy 
Gillespie, Vince 
Gwynn, W. W. 
Grove, H. C. 
Groves, Walter 
Green,vood, Joe 
Gilbert, Monday 
Gilley, Harden 
Gilbert, Harry 
Graham, George 
Grogran, Annie 
Grogran, Tomie 
Grogra.n, Robert 
Gnnter, D. T. 
George, Richard 
Hedgecoe, :Frances 
I-Iundley, Clyde· 
Hylton, G. l\1. 
IIodg·e, R. L. 
Fiarris, H. T. 
IIollings"rorth, Green 
Hunt, Lester 
II ailey, Alberta 
Holland, J. H. 
Holt, Elma 
·~· 
Geotge W. DeShazo v. D. S.. Davis. 
Hoolwr, A. E. 
Ifowell, C. A. 
If odges, ::Moore 
Holtscla·w, Cora B. 
B.ancock, Henry 
Ifolcomb, Vv. W. 
lledgecoe, Seldon 
I-Iowell, Harry 
1-layney, S. 0. 
Hill, E. R. . 
Hamlin, Mrs. Mary 
Hamlin, J. T. 
Hall, D. C. 
Ifudson, Thomas 
Hedgecoe, John 
Haynes, Robert 
Haynes, J. G. 
Hall, C. M. 
Hall, Forest 
Hodges, Johnson 
Hodges, Joe 
Hall, J. 0. 
Hailey, Herman 
Hodges, J. W. 
Haynes, I. G. 
Hyatt, C. A. 
Hancock, W. F. 
Hodges, R. H. 
Hundley, Lilly C. 
Hall, Martin 
Hodges, 1\frs. J. L. 
Ingram, Ellis 
Ingram, B. J\ti. 
Ingram, Frank C. 
Ingram, Ernest 0. 
Joyce, Calvin 
Jones, D. C. 
Johnson, J. E. 
Johnson, S. M. 
Jones, John 
~T oyce, A~ D. 
Joyce, Verlie 
Joyce, Gertrude 
Joyce, Gladys 
Johnson, D. C. 
Joyce, Clarice 
l .. 
: ; r 
Joyce, W. Howard 
Jackson, J. T. 
Johnson, 0. P. 
Johnson, E·. S. 
Johnson, Emma 
Johnson C. J. 
Joyce, Jessie 
Jesse, D. T. 
Jacobs, Ollie 
Jones, A. M. 
Jesse, B. S. 
l{endrick, Davis 
l{oger, Wade 
}{eaton, J. W·. 
Lynch, Buford, 
Laie, D. Z. 
Little, H. B. 
Ledford, B. D. 
Layman, H. L. 
Lefhvich, George 
Lawless, Wm. A. 
, a · Lawless, Minnie A. 
,I 
Leftwich, G. H. 
Leftwich, Sallie J. 
Lavindar, J. B. 
Lentz, 1\fartha 
Lavindar,. Maggie 
Lavindar, J. K. 
Love, G. C. 
Law, W. G. 
Looney, J. 0. 
Mason, Perry 
1\fartin, Allen 
1\riartin, A. W. 
Mason, C. W.· 
:iYiays J, D. 
Mullins, N. E. 
:.M:artiu, Charlie· 
.~Iartiu, Fred 
~Iiller, Frank 
1\Hller, Adolph 
1\forau, Nielvin 
Mullins, J·. A. 
1\fanning, Oscar 
1\fays, Dalton 
~faynard, C. J. 
27 
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Myers, M. C. 
Mills, W. R. 
1\IcHhee, Elton 
Merriman, J. F. 
Mitchell, Mildred 
Martin, Sam.l 
Martin, Willie 
Morrison, J. H. 
Martin1 Ella 
~Iartin, Viola 
1\1artin, Lizzie . • 
~~ artin, John 
1\Iartin, Mrs. John 
Martin, Georgie Anna 
Morris, . Bessie 
Mason, Beula 
1\IcOall, G. M. 
McCall, Laura L. 
McManaway, Miss 
Manning, L. L. 1 I 
Norman, J. A. 
Nunn, Daron 
Nowling, Fred 
Norman, J .. H. 
Newman, C. R. 
N unn, Mattie 
Nunn, David 
Overton, J. M. 
Osborne, \V. B. 
Oliver, Winifred 
Oliver, 1\tiarjorie 
Oliver, Edgar 
Purdy, Everett 
Pilson, C. G. 
Peddy, John Eugene 
Prilliman, Owen 
Philpott, .S. 1\IcGuire 
Poe. W. L. 
Prilliman, Grayson 
Prilliman, Harry 
Pi:ff, J. 0. 
Peters, C. R. 
Peters, 1\{rs. Emma 
Perdue, T. A. 
Plaster, Conner 
Perdue, W. T. 
Prilliman, Pearl 
Prilliman, w. H. 
Penn, Elizabeth 
Pilson, F. D. 
Philpott, G. E .. 
Philpott, L. R. 
Ramsey, Elbert 
Richardson, J. _M. 
Rhodes, Perry, 
Rodgers, R. L. 
R.ea, J. E. · 
Robertson, Lillian 
Reed, P. F. 
Roberts, W. W. 
Roberston, Efford 
R.oberts, H. R. 
Rodgers, Ray . 
Rodgers, ~Irs. Virgie 
Ramsey, Clara 
Rigney, B. L. 
Rakes, Kermit 
Robertson, Brown 
Robertson, Herbert 
Russell, Hailey 
Rhodes, Cicero 
Rhodes, Hattie 
R.o hertson, T. R. 
Stone, 1\{rs. Jim 
Stone, Jim 
Sands, Bud 
Sloan, D. S. 
Shively, John 
Smith, Herman W. 
Spencer, Johnnie 
Stigall, Arthur 
Salmons, M. S. 
Stower, J. L. 
Standley, Will · 
Scott, J.P. · 
Stroud, E. A. 
Stroud, Enla H. 
Skellett, Giles 
Setzer, T. B. 
Stultz, Cora 
Smith, H. vValton 
Spencer, Edgar· 
.· 
Georg·e W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
Spencer, Sara P. 
Spencer, Evelyn. 
Shumate, W. J. 
Self, Helen Stultz 
Self, T. C'. 
Stump, V. C. 
Stump, J. M. 
Spencer, Mrs. W. P. 
Spencer, S. G. 
Spencer, Janie 
Stump, Mrs. Ida 
Stone, W. N. 
Spencer, P. K. 
Smith. Oscar 
Stump, Cora Lee 
Spencer, Noel 
Stovall, R. F. 
Smith, Russell 
Spencer, W. W. 
Shelton, Frank 
Stanley, Otis 
Shively, T. J. · 
Shelton, S. B. 
Sanders, W. H. 
Sanders, Alice- C. 
Smith, W. H. 
Shively, S. R. 
Stone, R. T. 
Scott, E. S. 
Stokes, H. S. 
Staples, Callie 
Thomason, H. B. 
Turner, Gertrude 
Turner, Mrs. Mary 
Turner, Will 
Turner, Tina 
Turman, Charlie 
~hacker, T. A. 
Turner, Otis 
Turner, Ernest M. 
Thomas, Joe . 
Turner, Benjamin 
Turner, J a~es 
Tuggle, Beverley 
Thore, L-ester 
Taylor, Clarence 
Turman, Charlie 
Thomas, J. B. 
Tuttle, Myrtle 
Tuttle, Alva 
Via, Ed 
:Via, J. J. 
Vaughan, Fred B. 
Vaug-han, Florence S. 
·vernon, R. L. 
Vernon, J\{rs. R. L. 
Vernon, C. P. 
Vern on, J\{ary 
Via, Frank 
Vernon, L. W. 
Wilson,. Buck 
Wilson, Howard 
Wishon, J. D. 
\Vood, Frank 
vVebb, B. G. 
1.V ebb, Car rice J. 
Williams, J. F. 
Willar, R. L~ 
"'\;vhite, Clarence 
"
7ishon, J. T. 
Whitlow, J. F. 
Whitlow, Ella 
W ra.y, Gladys 
Williams, Christine 
W~itehead, W. J. 
W11lard, Cap 
. W olfern, vV. B. 
Whitlock, Otis C. 
Whalen, Charlie 
\Vatkins, Charles 
Young, W. R. 
Young·, Clyde 
Young, Everett 
Young, Ralph 
Young-, Curtis 
Zigler, J. H. 
• 
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EXHIBIT ''B''. 
List of persons who registered at precinct Bassett #2 
within six months next prior to November 2nd, 1931, and 
who did not make application for registration as required by 
la"r, and who voted in the g·eneral election of Nov. 2nd. 
Austin, S. R . 
}3ates, R.. J. 
Barker, B. F. 
Bell, E. 0. 
Belton, Nathan 
Bailey, David 
Bell, Mrs. Lillie R. 
Brown, Clifton 
Clark, ·Harvey 
Clark, Moses 
Ca1·ter, Lelia M. 
Carter, Willie T. 
Clark, Sam 
Cassidy, J. N. 
Clark, J. E. 
Craig-, Alvis 
Carter, Joe 
Craig, Thomas T. 
Clark, J ettie L. 
Daniel, Nick 
Dollyhigh, J. W. 
Dollyhigh, Eva 
Evans, George 
Fulk, J.D. 
Fouts, D. A. 
Fnlk, Lillian 
Gibson, Ed 
Hodges, W. L. 
Haynes, W. A. 
Hopkins, Sam 
Hammersley, Ed 
Haze, Hall 
Hayworth, W. R. 
1-Iopkins, .T. E. 
Harbour, Grady 
Joyce, J. H. 
Jarrett, Julian 
Jones, "\V. D. 
Jarrett, Henry 
Jarrett, Sallie 
Jones, :Nirs. 'Vivian 
Jol1nson, Sadie 
,Joyce, Oscar 
Jones, Mrs. Janie 
luught, H. A. 
Knight, Tamsie S. 
Lester, S. B. 
Luke, H. L. 
Little Earl 
Milton, Luther 
l\{a rt.i.n, Cia u de 
1vlills, L. R 
:M:i tchell, Raleigh 
·Mason, Marvin 
1\'Iartin, Jim A. 
!fize, Ewell 
J\Htchell, Wade 
1\'Iitchell, W. 1\tl. 
l\fi tchell, J. Clyde 
Mason, J·. T. 
1\fa ttox, Minnie· L. 
Morris, S. M. 
!forris, }.rfary S. 
1\fcGhee, Ocie 
!fc.Ghee, Kent 
Nolen, Arthur 
Newsom, J. R. 
, · ' Osborne, R. W. 
Prilliman, Grayson 
Purgason, W. T. 
Hoberson, G. C. 
Roberson, Allen 
Rakestraw, G. Howard 
Robertson, W. L. 
Ramsey, N annie 
Richardson, Orlie 
Spencer, Vester 
Smith, J.. R. 
Georg·e W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
Shelton, Tom 
Spencer, C. M. 
Spencer, L. ~I. 
Sigmon, Harvey 
Staples, Arthur 
Stone,· A. B. 
Stone, Perry 
Stump, C. L .. -
Sale, W. W. 
Sale, Mrs. W .. W. 
Shively, S. R. 
Turner, E. G. 
'l'urner, lVIrs. Janie 
'rurner, George. 
Turner, Ed 
Via, Charlie 
Wray, Raymond 
Wig·gington, Shuble 
Weinstein, Mollie 
"\Yray, Carl 
\.Vall, G. R. Stephen 
Young, Jennie R. 
Young, Gladys 
Young, Hobart 
Young, Ida May 
Young, Posey 
Yates, Robert 
Y. onng, Mildred 
Young, J. A. 
EXffiBIT "C". 
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List of persons who voted at Precinct Bassett #land were 
registered on books of said precinct. 
Smith, W. W. 
Woody, Ben P. 
Weaver, lVIrs. W. D. 
Hyatt, J\frs. C. F. 
Adams, R. L. 
Haley, Russell 
Weinstein, Nathan 
Fisher, R .. J. 
Foley, C. W. 
Ramsey, A. W. 
Chihvood, Tommie 
Woody, E·arl 
Gwynn, Mattie 
M~artin, Alex 
1\fartiu, H. T. 
Stultz, Delma 
Ha.ynes, S. F. 
Eggleston, Henry 
Brown, W. L. 
Eggleton, Frank 
Booker, Bradley 
Rorer, D. B. 
Spencer, Walter 
Johnson, 0. H. 
Bradner, B. S. 
Broady, Bessie J. 
~.J:cCdcken, Russell 
Cooper, A. W. 
Turner, J. H. 
Turner, Oliver 
Young, J. A. 
Burnett, J. C. 
Wilson, Harvey 
Jarrett, J. W. 
Gusler, W. M. 
Bailey, E. G. 
Sink, W. H. 
Denson, H. L. 
~Iiller, J. A. 
Shelton, S. P. 
Turner, R. D. 
Spencer, J. R. 
Smith, Luther 
\Vhitlow, Frank 
FJggleton, E. S. 
Bryd, Sam 
Stanley, F. A. 
Underwood, J. W. 
I. 
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Boothe, C. E. 
'furner, D. :V. 
],lippen, W. F. 
Nolen, Arthur 
Plyborn, R. D .. 
Stovall, R. S. 
Zeigler,. Geo. 
Flippen, J ohnsie 
Mize, Ewell 
Brown, J. W. 
Bradley, Russell 
llaynes, Murray 
Land, J. S. 
Lavindar, R. F .. 
Johnson, John 
"\Vilson, D. T. 
Haynes, Edwin 
Ferguson, G. A .. 
Stonn, Edd 
-Stone, W. M. 
Joyce, J. B. 
Shelton, Tom 
~Iabe, Dewey 
Flippen, Rachael 
Hart, R. H. 
Goard, James 
Foley, Dewey 
Mitchell, Raleigh 
Smith, Hobart 
Young, G. H. 
, . 
I . 
Craig, J. M. 
Morris, Clarence . 
Hodge, Lewis 
Clark, Harvey 
Martin, J. M. 
Ferguson, J. C. 
Long, Evelyn 
Lefever, H. E. 
Brammer, R .. L. 
Ingram, C .. L .. 
Woody, Elizabeth 
Woody, Mary 
Rea, Ted L. 
Fulcher E. E. 
Howell, Carrie ' 
Robertson, Cora L. 
Turner, Wilbur 
Bush, M. G. 
McManaway, Alma 
Weinstein, Mollie 
Hutcherson, D. M .. 
Hutcherson, H. E. 
Rakestraw, J. A. 
Fleshman, Mrs. E. L. 
J\f.cMillian, H. 
Odell, Dick 
Thomasson, Lucy Draper 
Jarrett, J·. Walter 
Daniel, Mrs. J. P. 
EXHIBIT ''D''. 
List of persons who voted at precinct Bassett #2 and 'vere 
not registered on books of said precinct. 
Crews, Mrs. J. B. 
Stone, Sallie B. 
Ramsey, Mrs. J. M. 
Fuqua, Minnie M. 
Brammer, Mrs. N. G. 
1\f or an, 1\rfrs. Onia 
Osl)orne, R. A. 
Lacky, J.P. 
Stone, D. H. 
Grogan, J\tirs. B. W. 
Dollyhigh, Jesse 
Stone, P. L .. 
Mason, Terry 
Craig, L. N. 
Shelton, Edd 
Ferguson, J. B. 
Belton, R. N. 
Nolen, P. L. 
Taylor, Tom 
J arr~tt, Geo. 
George W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
Dalton, H. F. 
Adkins, J. F. 
Stone, James 
1\1cGhee, IC. W. 
ll,outs, Daniel 
Roberts, H. R. 
Flopkins, Jesse L. 
1\Iartin, Will 
Mullins, N. E. 
Yow, J. W. 
}-,oley, R. L. 
Freeman, Sam 
Joyce, Fred 
Prilliman, J. G.-
Prilliman, N. B. 
Bowman, P. E. 
1Pulk, 1\Irs. J. D. 
Stone, L. J\11. 
Whitlow, P. W. 
Robertson, 1\Irs. G. C. 
Hodges, Lewis 
Harrell, L. E. 
Harrell, 1\tfrs. L. E. 
Stone, Sallie Bet 
EXHIBIT ''E''. 
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List of persons who voted at Bassett #1 precinct who had 
not paid capitation taxes assessed or assessable against them 
for the t.h1~ee yea.rs next preceding 19·31 and whose names do 
not appear on the Treasurer's list. 
Roberts, W. W. 
Hollands,vorth, James 
Weaver, 1\tfrs. \V. D. 
Hyatt, Mrs. C. F. 
Adams, R. L. 
Haley, Russell 
Vernon, C. P.. 
• Johnston, J. E. 
Martin, R. G. 
Bryant, Frank 
R.hodes, P·erry 
Chitwood, Tommy 
Gwynn, Mattie 
Cassady, Gilbert 
1\{artin, Alex 
1\Ia.rtin, H. T. 
Stultz, Delmas 
Manning, Walter 
Hollands,vorth, J. P. 
Ha.ynes, S. F. 
Eggleton, Henry 
Eggleton, Frank 
Booker, Bradley 
Turner, Ernest 
1\Iartiu, T. G. 
Grogran, Robt. 
Ingram, Ellis 
Hyatt, C. A. 
Spencer, Peter K. 
Oliver, Winifred 
Chaney, John J. 
Bradner, B. S. 
Collins, vVill 
Joyce, Bettie J . 
Buckner, Byrd 
Philpott, Bessie J. 
1\IcO'ricken, Russell 
Cooper, A. vV. 
Buckner, Hiram 
Turner, Oliver 
J;11rnett, 'J. C. 
Bnrnett, Jessie 
1\lerrjman, Jim S. 
Wilson, I-Iarvey 
Salmons, 1\ti. S. 
Lail, D. Z. 
Brown, Bill 
Bailey, E. T. 
Thomasson, H. B. 
l{.illion, L. E. 
Jackson, J. T. 
Vaughan, F. D. 
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Shelton, S. P. 
Rodge, J. W. 
Thore, Lester 
Smith, Luther 
Young, Curtis 
Maye, Russell 
Byrd, Sam · · 
Sanders, W. H. 
Zeigler, J. H. 
Franklin, W. E. 
Booth, Clyde 
Flippin, W. F. 
](eaton, J. W. 
Stovall, R. S. 
Flippen, J. A. 
·Spencer, J ohnsie 
-Work, K. B. 
Brown, J. W. 
Bradley, Russell 
Jiaynes, Murray 
E,ields, J. F. 
liedegcoe, Frances 
Johnson, John · 
Robinson, .T. R. 
Mullins, J. .A. 
Wilson, Dock 
Martin, Cha.r lie 
Haynes, J. G. 
Haynes, Irvin 
Durham, Troy 
Sand, Bud 
Ferguson, G. A. 
Manning, L. L. 
Ingram, J. J·. 
Turner, Will 
Robertson, Herbert 
Lawless, Wm. A. 
Belcher, 0. 0. 
Shelton, Tom 
}.{abe, Dewey 
~.,lippin, Rachael 
Hart, R. H. 
Robertson, Efford 
Prilliman, liarry 
Foley, Dewey 
Via, J. J .. 
I • 
. I 
Greenwood, Joe 
Philpott, G. E. 
Turner, C. C. 
Peters, C. R. 
Philpott, L. R. 
~{ason, C. W-. 
tT ones, A. M. 
Craig, W. R. 
Young, G. H. 
Costello, Thomas 
Morris, Clarence 
:Hodge, Lewis-
Clark, Harvey 
1\-Iartin, J. M. 
Koger, Wade 
Long, Evelyn 
Long·, Mrs. Felix 
Looney, J. 0. Jr. 
Smith, Evelyn 
Spencer, W. W. 
Hall, D. C .. 
Hundley, Lilly E. 
Jesse, D. T . 
Elliott, Georgie 
Gunter, D. T. 
Ingram, C. L. 
Ingram, Frank 
liJllington, E. E. 
Woody, Nannie E. 
Woody4 Mary 
Rea, Gladys 
Shelton, Frank 
Rtun1p, J. M. 
Fulcher, E. E. 
Collins, E. M. 
Hamlin, Mrs. Mary 
liow~U, Carrie 
tT esse, B. S. 
Young, Clyde 
Turnes, Wilbur 
Hopkins, G. R. 
l\fa1iin4 Ella 
Boone,· W. L. 
Doone, N annie L. 
Staples, Callie 
Oliver, M. F. 
... 
George W~ DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
Rodgers, Roy 
Craig, Bessie D. 
l\fclV[annaway, Alma 
Cooper, F. W. 
Anderson, E. L. 
Conway, W. J 
Young, Lewis 
Turner, Gertrude 
}.ifitchell, Marie G. 
Richardson, J. M. ... 
JIJubank, S. W. 
Hamlin, J. T. 
Wright, Temperanee 
'furner, Iva L. 
Odell, Dick 
Dalton, Jesse 
Vernon, Mary 
Vernon, L. W. 
1\Iartin, 1Violet 
Barker, Ira 
George, Richard 
Prilliman, W. H. 
Jarrett, J. Walter 
Adams, Mrs. Golda 
Daniel, Mrs. J. P. 
Daniel, Buela B·. 
Eubank, Lillian R. 
l~hodes, Cicero 
lVIartin, John 
Martin, Mrs. John 
_EXHIBIT ''F''. 
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List of persons who voted at Bassett Precinct #2 who had 
not paid capitation ta.:\:es assessed or assessible against them 
for the three years next preceding 1931 and whos·e names 
do not appear on the Treasurer's list. 
Crews, Mrs. J. B. 
n..Ioran, Mrs. Onia 
Hopkins, Mrs. M. M. 
Osborne, R. W. 
Lacky Paul 
Spencer, Vester 
.I ohnson, Sadie 
Clark, Jettie 
Grogan, Mrs. B. W. 
Young, Robart 
Young, Ida May 
Yonng, Posey 
Dollyhigh,- J. W. 
Stone, Perry 
Austin, S. R. 
Shelt.on, E. L. 
Hayworth, W. R. 
Ferguson, J. B. 
Luke, H. L. 
Belton, Nathan 
Nolen, P. L. 
~Tones, W. D. 
Lacky, Nannie L. 
Taylor, Tom 
Jarrett, Geo. H. 
~IcGhee, K. W. 
Fouts, Daniel 
Fouts, D. A. 
Deal, J. W. 
Freeman, 0. J. 
E,oley, R. L. 
Tnr1u.ar, Edd 
1\{ason, 1\farvin 
Mitchell, J. 0. 
lt..,erguson, Edd. 
Prilliman, J. G. 
]ulk, Mrs. J. D .. 
~forris, Mary S. 
li1nl1c, J. D. 
Stone, L. M. 
Whitlow, P. W. 
Maye, W. E. 
Robertson, Mrs. G. U 
Jones, J 8.1lie 
Joyce, J. H. 
Hodges, Lewis 
Harrell, L. E. 
.J 
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Harrell, Mrs. L. E. 
Collins, Bessie 
Stn.ne. Sallie Bet 
N e.'vsome, J. R. 
Young, Jennie R. 
EXHIBIT ''I' 1• 
list of persons who did not prepare or mark their ballots 
but whose ballots were marked or prepared for them by some-
one else and ·who were advised, counsel and assisted by the 
judges and clerks of election at Bass-ett Precinct # 1. 
J. D. B~assett L. B. Stone 
T. R. Plybon Frank Grogan 
Geo. T. Ram.sey Oscar Foley 
.f. E. Bassett n eo. Bryant 
~-· .B. Stanley Otis Turner 
W. W. Smith Ho·ward Brvant 
G. W. Gilbert G. T. Frankiin 
F. R. Hundley. S. P. ~fartin 
D. C. Jones D. C. Helms 
C. 1.T. Stanley G. W. Bassett 
If. 0. Groves C. E. Moran 
.\. 0. I~akestraw Buford Beheler 
Sarah P.. Spencer R. L. Adams 
~[ary J. Franklin Russell Haley 
C. If. Frick · J. H. lVIorrison 
W. W. Roberts C. H. Adkins 
Steve Hodges Lynn Elgin 
Evelyn Spencer C. P. Vernon 
E. T. Ramsey Nathan Weinstein 
E. S. Scott J. E. J obnston 
Georgia Anna ~Iartin R. G. Martin 
R. D. Giles D. P. Helms 
J. E. C'ox Frank Bryant 
R .. S. Powell W. A. Joyce 
Annie L. Via. T. H. Davis 
Ben P. Woody J. E. Carter 
James Hollingsworth J. A:. Eggleston 
Mrs. W. D. vVeaver vV. H. Reedy 
.r. R. I-Iawkins R. J. Fisher 
C. F. Hyatt T. B. Setzer 
S. ~[. Johnson A. J. Gusler 
~Irs. C. F. Hyatt Green Hollandsworth 
~IcGuire Philpott Perry R.hodes 
L. C. Carter L. D. Baker 
Gladys Garter tT. B. Thomas 
George W. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
C. W. Foley 
Claude !(irks 
A.. W. Ramsey 
J. B. Ramsey 
'\V. L. Stultz 
l~lmer Choate 
Earlv Baine 
Tommie Chitwood 
liJarl "\V oody 
C. ,V. Grogan 
1\tfattie Grogan 
Gilbert Cassady 
J. B. Brodie 
Watson Joyce 
Alex ~{artin 
H. T. l\Iartin 
Green Spencer 
.John Martin 
~~cld Spenc.er 
Delmas Stultz 
1V alter l\{a.nning 
N. N. Ramsey 
.A. A. Agnew 
H owa.rd Dalton 
J. P.. Hollandsworth 
S. F. Haynes · 
Henry Eg-gleston 
W. L. Brown 
H. l\tiartin 
Frank Egg-leston 
Grover Eggleston 
Bradley Booker 
Bill Oon,vay 
Henry Witt · 
Fred Nosh 
G. R. Choate 
B. T. Holt 
~J. B. Hall · 
1\r. T. Perdue 
1\Iae Blevins 
Georgia Witt 
Ernest Turner 
D. B. Rorer 
T. G. l\{artin 
G. D. Stuart 
Robert Grogan 
• ·l 
I• 
I 
:. 
Frank Via 
l\{oore Hodges 
Walter S.pencer 
EJlis IngTam 
J·. E. 1\!Iaye 
C. G. ,Vaughan 
C. A. Hyatt 
John Spencer 
Osr.ar Smith 
0. H. Johnston 
Peter Spencer 
Noel Spencer · 
.E F. Merriman, Jr. 
A. H. Petty 
H. P. Noland 
W. C. Sta.tiley 
Winifred Oliver 
L. C. Hankins 
John J. Chaney 
J. L. Smith 
Oarliue Dotson 
Gertrude Joyce 
B. S. Bradner 
,V. H. Smith 
Will Collins 
T. A. Case 
Mattie .J. R.amsey 
Bettie J. Joyce 
J. P. Scott 
J. C. Hall 
I. 0. Drewry 
ICermit Rakes 
Brown Robertson 
Beard Buckner 
Bessie Brodie 
Efii£~ Noland 
Russell McCricken 
A. W. Cooper 
L. A. Arrington 
.J. II. Callahan 
E. A. Stroud 
J. R .. 1Vright 
J. H. Turner 
Hiram Buckner 
Oliver Turner · 
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Dennis Dunford 
Annie Grogan 
W. R. Denson 
J. A. Young 
Howard J oyee 
J. H. Southward 
D. CY. Washburn 
.J. C. Burnett 
F. A. Thacker 
Ernest Odell 
.J. S. Merriman 
Harvey Wilson 
V. W. Edwards 
Cornie Edwards 
John Childress 
V. L. Christopher 
.T. P. Daniels 
M. S. Salmons 
ICern Goleman 
Charlie Hall 
Dewey Lail 
T. A. Perdue · 
Bill Brown 
Eldridge Ramsey 
W. M. Overby 
Elmer Holt 
J. H. Holland 
W. A. Young 
R. L. Rodgers 
tT. W. Jarrett 
S. A. Copeland 
\V. ~L Gusler 
B. R. Jones 
Eras fi.ray Bailey 
W. H. Sink 
C. R .. Daniel 
P. F. Reed 
R .. E. Weaver 
V.l. G. Law 
· J. C. Chitwood 
I-Ienrv Hanc.ock 
· R. R: Thomasson 
Fred Nolen 
.i 1. JiJ. !{ill ian 
I-I. L. Denson 
J. J.. Philpott 
'! 
Buck Wilson 
J. F. Williams 
G. A. Ratcliff 
W. W. H.olcombe 
Clayton Snow 
J. A .. Miller 
Paul Edwards 
Beverley 'l'uggle 
J. T. Jackson 
G. H. Leftwitch 
F. D. Vaughan 
S. P. Shelton 
R. D. Turner 
F. C. Halev 
]{iley J. Foley Shively 
Hobert Thorne 
J. W. Hodge 
J. R. Spencer 
W. W. Grogan 
J. E. Kea 
W. T. Bernard 
:Nfrs. J. A. Eggleston 
LaWl·ence Berry 
1\felvin Mason 
Darion Nunn 
Esley F. Whitlock 
Leslie F. Thorn 
Luther Smith 
Curtis Young 
Edd Via 
Vance Gillispie 
Chas·. Ferguson 
H. N. Mitchell 
Forest Hall 
Frank Whitlow 
Russell Mays 
Russell Smith 
E. S. Eggle_ston 
Sam Byrd 
W. P. Dodson 
W. H. Saunders 
Helen S. Self 
T. C. Self 
J. A. Martin 
J. A. Norman 
F. A. Stanley 
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D. V". Turner Addie Wilson 
Geo. McCraw Ida Stump 
Elsie Wright · Mrs. L. C. Hankins 
M. J. Coleman J. R. Dorsett 
H. :hf. Penn K. B. York 
J. H. Zigler J. W. Brown 
J. L. Stowe Edwin Morris • 
J. W. Underwood Kurf Koger 
V{. E. Fr·anklin . '. Pete Emerson 
J. T. Wiggington E. M. Mitchell 
Arthur Stovall : Adolph Miller 
0. E. Booth Russ-ell Bradley 
B. L. Rigney Frank Wood 
.... Hughes Shelton 
W. F. Flippin Capt. Willard 
Benj. L. Turner Charlie Joyce 
Calvin Joyce I 1\1: urry Haynes 
J. W. Keaton .:1 G. H. Craig 
Thomas Hutchinson J. S. Land 
Arthur Nolen I •. Elbert Ramsey j. 
Ernest Ingram Claude Shropshire 
R .. D. Plybon R. F. ·Lavindar 
H. T. Harris J. F. Fields 
R. S. Stovall I S.D. Smith 
Henry Stokes Frances Hedooe 
~Ial. Odell Seldon Hedcoe 
.• J. 0'. Tuttle John Johnston 
Percy Fagg .I J. R. Andrews 
Johnson Hodges A. M. Fulcher 
A. L. Hunt J. E. Hunt 
Geo. Zeigler T. R. Robinson 
J. W. Moran C. 0. Whitlock 
Minnie Morga.n J. D. Wishon 
Joseph Hodges : ,. G. C. Dotson 
Stephen A. Martin C. S. Foley 
J. A. Flippen '-T. A. Mullins 
R. T. Zeigler Dock Wilson 
H. W. Smith Ches. Martin 
R. L. Willard .t\.mos Martin 
J ohnsie Spencer 0. H. Stanley 
Ewell Mize W. P. Hancock 
Clyde W. Holt ,J. G. Haynes 
~ack Smith Irvin Haynes 
S. W. Shelton Raymon Harmond 
D. T·. Arrington L. G. Farmer 
W ootsie Giles T. H. Barbour 
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J olln Hedcoe J. B. ,Joyce 
Leonard Dunford C. 0. Belcher 
L. V. Holbrook H. D. Howell 
Emmitt Allen C. A. Howell · . 
Allen ~Iartin Turner Pendleton 
P. H. Davis Tom Shelton 
Troy Durham J. G. S.tone 
Everett Purdy De,vey Ivia be 
0. L. Woody Rachel Flippen 
Bud Sand 1vfary Turner 
:a. J. Casey l\tiattie Nunn . 
G. A. Ferguson C. V. Johnston 
C. A. Jesse R. II. Hart 
R. l..J. ~t[artin Frank :Miller 
L. L. Manning C. S. Johnston ... 
Alonza Willard. J·. M. Overton 
0. R.. 1\forrison . C. S. Callahan 
J. J. Ingram \V. R. Mills I 
T. E. Adams 
Woody Y ou_ng \V. A. Eanes 
Edd Stone Clarence White 
H. F. Claybrook I.J. A. IngTam 
\V. M. Stone Chas. Turman 
T. J. Shively James Goard 
Homer Foley C. R. Newman 
\T. C. Stump l Effort Roberstson I : 
R.obt. Bryant J. T. Joyce 
John Jones J. II. Thornhill 
H. T. Williams 0. E. Bennett 
G. F. Craig ~T ohn Shively 
C. E. Conway Grover Lemons 
Harvey 1\tia.rtin Harry Prillaman 
C. 1\L Watkins E. C. Jarrett 
J·. S. Fulcher ~:Nfary E. Jarrett 
G. A. vVillia.ms W. I. Haynes 
Geo. T. Pickeral Dewey Foley 
~Iartin Hall ,,. 0. T. 1\JicCra.y ., 
G. W. Odell V .. L. Fulcher · ; 
Witt Turner E. B. Noland .. 
David Kendrick l{. G. Rorer 
Herbert Roberston C. D. Haley 
J.D. Ramsey E. R. Fulcher ' . 
Ellen Prillaman H. E·. Haley 
.J. E. Jarrett F. ,V. :i\Iitchell 
Wm. A. La,vless Carner Plaster 
E. L. Shelton J. J. Via 
• £ 
, 
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G. R. Hairston 
}larry Eanes 
Emma J. Brammer 
I-Iarry Lavman 
Joe Green~ood 
B. F. Noland 
D. L. Fleshman 
Dorothy Bassett 
Frances Fricke 
Ruby Bassett 
1-Ia.tt.ie Ramsey 
Posie l\1:. Ingram 
Ira Martin 
Raleigh :tYiitchell 
G. \V. Philpott 
.J. 0. Piff 
0. C. Turner 
TJ. G. Foster 
C. R. Peters 
J. C. Foster 
·vv. A Robertson 
. I. T. Wilson 
Hobert G. Smith 
H. W. Dotson 
Clifford R,amsev 
G. l\1. Hilton " 
J. 1(. Lavinder 
J ;. R. Philpott 
Buford Lynch 
Lee Hollandsworth 
C. 1V. Mason 
A. 1\L Jones 
W. R. Craif 
Avis B. Weaver 
ChriRtine Williams 
A .. 1\ti. Mason 
G. H. Young 
.J. 1\if. Craig 
A. W. ~!arlin 
Havmon Burress 
l\Iag·gic L. Smith 
Carrie l\L l\fcGhee 
Elizabeth Woody 
Elizabeth Penn 
Thos. Castello 
Loretta Wyatt 
W. If. Wyatt 
Clarence Morris 
Lewis I-Iodge 
Harvey Clark 
Ralph.Lacy 
E. B. Bullock 
Dalton 1\t[aye 
Bertha Franklin Johnson 
J. l\L 1\tia.rtin 
J. G. Clay 
J. H. Goode, S1 
Rosa L. Williams 
"r a de Koger 
B. T. Prillaman 
l\frs. A. T. Foley 
.. T. C. Ferguson 
A .. T. Foley 
J. B. Dillon 
l\Hldred l\Htchell 
S. l\L Brown 
Sam. P. l\~Iartin 
Felix Long 
Ev-elyn Long 
J. 0. Looney, Jr. 
H. E. Lefever 
B. T. Wagoner 
Evelyn Smith 
S. T. Ramsev 
J. I-Iarold Stone 
R. L. Brammer 
Elsie Queen 
Celestia Thomasson 
Nellie 'Vatson 
Dora L. Bassett 
W. H. Bassett 
C. T. Eggleston 
Lula Eggleston 
lVIrs. G. W. Wright 
i\... E. Hooker 
lVIary D. Ramsey 
W. W. Spencer 
D. C. Hall 
Mrs. G eo. E. Joyce 
Lillie C. Hundlev 
D. H. Stone · 
L. 1{. Stone 
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~Irs. R. L. Franklin 
Georgia Elliott 
Ola ri s Joyce 
G. W. Joyce 
.T. W. Stanley 
D. T. Jesse 
vv·. D. ,Jessie 
D. T. Gunter 
Hortense Stanley 
C. L. Ingram· 
Frank Ingram 
E. E. Ellington 
Nannie E. Woody 
1\Iary Woody 
Ida P. Witt 
Gladvs Bassett 
Wm.~ 1\II. Bassett 
\V. P. Woody 
Ted Rae 
Gladys Rae 
P. H. l\IcGhee 
Ernest Dunford 
Lottie Dunford 
George Dunford 
Frank Shelton 
Poca.. H. Bassett 
;r. nL Stump 
E. E. Fulcher 
E 1\L Collins 
J\·h·s. J. T. Hamlin 
Gladvs Byrd 
Carrie Howell 
B. S. Jesse 
Cora J '· Robertson 
Ellen Dotson 
~[argie Oliver 
Clyde Young 
Bettie Shumate 
Ellen Shumate 
f'allie B. Ramsey 
Wilbur Turner 
G. R .. Hopkins 
J\f a belle Franklin 
~[rs. R. JJ .. Vernon 
R. L. Vernon 
1\ti. G. Bush 
J. L. Racey 
tT •. E. ·via 
Frances Via 
J. "\V. Ramsey 
E. R. Hill 
B. G. Webb 
0. K Taylor 
Ella. ~{artin 
1\fartha Lance 
Geo. L. Spencer 
\V. L·. Boone 
Nannie T. Boone 
Callie Staples 
Emma Ilelms 
Sallie Leftwich 
1\II. E. Helms 
N. H. Hairston 
~laude L. Hairston 
~[. F. Oliver 
Roy Rodgers 
H. L. Robertson 
B. D. Ledford 
Ravmond Stone 
B. "S. Mc.Million 
Bessie Crrug 
Ada Turner 
J\!Irs. S. E. Gibson 
Emmett Turner 
Cora Holsclaw 
,T esse Ov-erby 
Alma Mcl\iannaway 
Ruth J. Stanley 
P. W. Bowers 
Selina Bowers 
Alex Bryant 
R. L. Hodge 
JVIinnie A. ~foran 
Bein1ie L. Ing-ram 
~frs. Ruth Koger 
Lizzie l\tiartin 
l\frs. Florence Vaughn 
F. ·\v. Cooper 
lVIattie L. Philott 
T ..uey tT oyce 
Hester Stone Moore 
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N annie S. Stone 
R. L. Stone 
Laura L. Helms 
J. P. Stafford 
J. J. Still 
Clara B. Still 
E. L. Anderson 
l\fallie Weinstein 
1\tfa rtl1a L. Penn 
J. A. Woodyard 
.. A. D. Joyce 
\V. J. Conway 
L.ewis Young 
I-I. C. :Niitchell 
Effie E. Hundley 
Lillian Robertson 
N annie B. Ramsey 
Gertrude Turner 
D. M. Hutchinson 
II. E. Hutchinson 
].farie G. Mitchell 
.T. L. Finney 
,T. 1\{. Richardson 
~fa ttie Finney 
,J. A. Rakestraw 
R. B·. Belton 
V erlie Joyce 
~frs. D. L. :Fleshman 
.7AeJma Stanley 
Ruth B. Stanley 
~Hss Virgie Goode 
Willis Ferguson 
G. G. Wade 
S. W. Eubank 
L. ].f. 1\Hnter 
J\.frs. Thos B. Stanley 
l\f. McMillion 
G. vV. Lawless 
S. J. Lawless 
J. T. Hamlin 
Cora Stultz 
J. P. Thomasson 
Lncy Draper Thomasson 
J. ,V. Hutchinson 
Emma Hutchinson 
E. J. Mercier 
H. E. Woody 
lVIrs. J. Havanah Clifton 
E. N. Shockley 
lVfrs. E. N. Shockley 
R. L. Wright 
Temperance Wright 
Crockett Jarrett 
W. H. Turner 
Iva L. Turner 
Dick Odell 
l\llaude L. D'a.vis 
S. J. Haney 
W. R. Young 
Ophelia IngTam 
T. J. Boaz 
Carl Bulloclr 
Vera Cooper 
G. R. Holesclaw 
Vera Craig 
Jessie Dalton 
Lester W. Vernon 
~fary Vernon 
~Irs. A. H. Peddy 
Mrs. J. C. Tuttle 
Clara Ramsey 
V. G. F'erguson 
:M~artha J. Goode 
Violet ].!a.rtin 
W. B. Osborne 
F. R. Joyce 
Amos Ferguson 
H. E. Stone 
R.obert Havnes 
Ira Barke~ 
Arthur Cassady 
Richard George 
W. II. Prillaman 
Pearl Prillaman 
W. I. Sink 
,T. 'Yalter Jarrett 
Mattie Turner 
Sue Wade 
G. F. Wright 
'V. ,T. Yeaman 
Daisy A. Yeaman 
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~frs. Goldie A.dam.s 
Owen Prilliman 
W. J. Whitehead 
W. B. Dillon 
G. Lee Joyce 
Gladys Joyce 
J. A. Adams 
Lillian R. :mubank 
1\{rs. J. P. Daniels 
Dora Mitcl1ell. 
Della Jarrett 
E. E. Stone 
Kelly M. Stanley 
· J. J. Stanley 
Eula Stroud 
J. A. .Jarrett 
E. W. Ho,vell 
F. T. Plybon· 
Cicero Rhodes 
tT ohn Martin 
1\frR. John Martin 
EXHIBIT '' J ''. 
\ 
-: 
List of persons who did not. prepare or mark their ballots 
but whose ballotes 'vere marked or prepared for them by 
someone else and 'vho were advised, counsel and assisted by 
the judges and clerks of election at Bassett Precinct #2. 
B. F. Barker Claude Martin 
W. D. Daniel R. J. Bates 
lVfrs. J. B. Crews E. C. Bell 
R ... S. Foley C. M. Spencer 
'\V. "\V. Sale Grady Harbour 
.J. D. Bassett, Jr. Green L. Martin 
B. W. Grogan S. R. Shively 
0. B. Fuqua R. S. Wall 
Sallie B. Stone Vester Spencer 
Mrs. J. M. Ramsey D. H. Stone 
Minnie M. Fuqua Sadie Johnson 
Mrs. N. G. Brammer Jettie Clark 
Mr. N. G. Brammer Oc.ie McGhee 
~Irs. Onia Moran ·vivian Jones 
1\.{a..ry Lou J\IIa.son J\IIrs. B. W. Grogan 
J. R. Joyce I.~. G. Stanley 
J. B. Gilley Oscar Joyce 
Mrs. M. M. Hopkins Hobart Young 
S. B. Luster L. R. Mills 
J. H. Clark N. W. Vernon 
J. T. 1\.{ason Ida May Young 
Raymond Ray Posie Young 
H. A. Knight J. W. Dollyhigh 
R. "\V. Ausburne Geo. Turner 
W. T. ·ca.rter Geo. Clark 
Harvey Sigmon Perry Stone 
~aul Lackey S. R. Austin 
E. G. Turner Alvis Craig 
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Terry Mason 
David Bailey 
Nick Daniel 
C. L. Stunip 
J. B. Crews 
A. T. Plaster 
L. N. Craig 
J. E. Ciark 
Ed Shelton 
Vv. R. Hayworth 
I-Iayes Hall 
J. A. 1\fa.rtin 
H. B. Ferguson 
H. L. Luke 
J. 1\L Cassady 
Nathan Belton 
P. L. Nolen 
W. D. Jones 
N annie L. Lackey 
Clifton B.rown 
~Janie Turner 
.Tulia J arret.t 
Tom Taylor 
Oeo. H. Jarrett 
Bess PriHiman 
Sallie J a.rrett 
~L F. l\fason 
H. F. Dalton 
.J. F. Adkins 
Eva Dollyhigh 
.James Stone 
T<. \V. J\IIcGhee 
W. T. Purguson 
Carl "\Vray 
Edd Gibson 
Daniel ]"outs 
,J. E. Hopkins 
li. R. Roberts 
JI. G. Vvood 
.TeAsie L. IIopkins 
\Villl\iartin 
~T. \V. Deal 
N. E. Mullins 
J. W. Yow 
C J. Freeman 
Wade 1\Iitchell 
.q 
R. L. Foley 
llenry Jarrett 
Sam Freeman : · 
T. R. Young 
B. M. Philpott 
Edgar Turner· 
W. A. Haynes 
Janye Craig 
Martin ~Iason 
J. H. Daniel 
IIoward R.akestraw 
R. J". Craig · 
Fred Joyce 
J. C. l\Iitchell 
W. C. Clark 
C. N. Boyd 
J. '\V. Clark 
.1\f aek Cassely 
Satn Hopkins 
J. R. Smith 
Edd Ferguson 
J. G. Prilliman 
G. \V. lVIartin 
N. B. Prilliman 
Sam Clark . 
Lester Foley 
A. B. Stone 
P. E. Bowman 
I\{rs. ~T. D. Fulk 
Edd Hammersley 
Ollie Richardson 
Sam Turner 
Robt. R .. Coleman 
J. L. Philpott 
1\fary S. J\IIorris 
S. l\L 1\forris 
Robert Yates 
Thos. T. Craig 
Lena T. Wood 
Vv. 1\I. lviitchell 
1frs. W. l\f. Sale 
l\frs. J. D. Bassett Jr. 
1\rfildred Young 
Arthur ·Staples 
J. A. Young 
J. A. l\iidkiff 
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,John D. Fulk 
L. M. Stone 
L. M. Spencer 
0. C. ·stone 
P. L. Collins 
P. vV. Whitlow 
W. E. Maye 
· ~frs. G. C. Roberson 
G. C. Roberson 
.T ani e. Jones 
T. G. Carter 
Lillie M. Carter 
0. P. Hedgec.ock et als. 
vs. 
Geo. W. DeShazo. 
J. H. Joyce 
Le,wis Hodges 
L. E. Harrell 
~Irs. L. E. Harrell 
Bessie Collins 
E. P. Craig' 
Elsie St. Clair Bo,Vm.an 
Sallie Bet Stone 
F. H. Stone 
J. R. Newsom 
Gladys Young 
Jennie Young 
1931, Nov. 17th filed at 4-35 o 'clQck P. M. 
T. C. 1\f.A.TTHEWS, Clerk. 
I served the within ~om plaint by leaving a. true copy thereof 
pm:;ted at the front door of the place of abode of Geo. W. De-
Shazo in tl1e County of Henry, the said Geo. W. DeShazo not. 
being found at his usual place of abode, nor could I -find any 
member of his family above the age of 16 years. 
( Sd., J. M. DAVIS, Sheriff. 
JOHN W. CARTER, Jr., 
Attorney & Counsellor a.t Law, 
Danville, Virg·inia. 
Virginia, Henry County, to-wit: 
T. T. C. Matthews, .Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County 
of Henry in the State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true copy· taken from the papers filed in the 
cause of 0. P. Hedgec.ock and others against Geo. W. De-
Shar.o, as appears on file in my said office. 
Given 11nder my hand and official seal this the 11th day of 
January, 1932. 
(Seal) T. C. MATTHEWS, 
Clerk Circuit Court for HenrY: County, Va. 
A Copy-Teste: 
H. STEW ART JONE~, C. C. 
George 1V. DeShazo v. D. S. Davis. 
ltec'd & filed Jan. 19/32. 
IN THE 
SUPR~l\1E COURT OF APPEALS OF VIRGINIA, 
AT RIOHl\IIOND, ,VIRGINIA. 
GEORGE W. DeSHAZO 
vs. 
D. S. DAVIS. 
DEMURRER AND MOTION TO S.TRIKE. 
47 
Now comes the petitioner, George W. DeShazo, and de-
murs to the paper writing :filed by the respondent and therein 
termed "a motion to quash", in so far as same may be 
treated or considered by the court 3.1S a motion; and said peti-
tioner further moves the court to strike out as bad and in-
sufficient in law said paper writing, in so far as the court 
tnay treat or consider said paper writing as an answer of the 
respondent to said petition. 
And as and for the grounds of said dellllUrrer and motion to 
strike, petitioner says that no matters of fact alleged in said 
paper writing constitute, and ate as a matter of law, a de-
fense to s~id petition, and that the matters of law alleged in 
said paper writing are as a matter of law .no defense to said 
petition, all of 'vhich said grounds are more fully alleged 
and assigned in the hrief of petitioner attached to and made 
a part o.f this demurrer and motion to strike. 
GEORGE W. DeSHAZO~ 
By JOHN W. CARTER, Jr., and 
HORACE M. FOX, 
His attorneys. 
Hitpreme Court of Appenl$ of Vh·giuiu. 
GEORGE W. DeSHAZO 
vs. 
D. S. DAVIS. 
BRIEF OF GEORGE W. DeSHAZO, PE·TITIONER. 
STATEl\1:ENT. 
At the regular November elec.tion, 1931, held for the elec-
tion of a treasurer of IIenry County, Virg·inia, George "\V. De-
Shazo, D. S. Davis and J. Ben Davis were candidates. At 
said election, George W. DeShazo received a majority vote 
of over 400, and, thereafter, the Commissioners of Election 
of said county duly met, canvassed :Said vote- and the· returns 
of said election and ascertained and determined that George 
W. DeShazo received the greatest number of votes in said 
county for said office of Treasurer, and caused a certific.ate of 
election to said office to be regularly issued .by the Olerk, said 
certificate of election was so issued to said George W. De-
-Shazo, who, pursuant thereto, 'duly qualified a.s such treas-
nrer, made oath, .and ga.ve bond, as required by law. 
Tl1e treasurer of said county who had been elected for the 
term expiring midnight, December 31st, 1931, to-wit, D. S. 
Davis, was applied to by George W. DeShazo on the 1st day 
of J anua.ry, 1932, the day on "Thich his term of office began, 
for admittance Ito said office of treasurer, the said George W. 
DeShazo then and there exhibiting his certificate of election 
and proper. evidence of his qualification therefore. Said 
Davis thereupon refused t.o turn over and deliver to said 
· DeShazo said office and the books, papers, moneys and other 
thing·s pertinent thereto. . Thereupon, this proceeding by 'vay 
of mandamus on behalf of George W. DeShazo 'vas insti-
tuted ag·ainst said D. S. Davis. . . 
Upon the question of the a:warding by this court of a writ 
of mandamus for the possession of the office of Treasul·er, 
uopn final analysis only hvo questions arise for the deter-
~na.tion of this court., both of which are matters of la:w·, 
VIZ: 
(a) Does a proceeding by 'vay of mandamus lie on behalf 
of said DeShazo ; 
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(b) Does the pendency of a {Jontested election proceeding 
on behalf of Davis against DeShazo prevent the granting of 
such mandamus 1 
In a number of states, and perhaps by the weight of au-
thority in'the United States, it is held that mandamus does 
not lie to try ti tie to an office, especially where a particular 
mode for the determination of sueh title is provided by com-
mon law by way of quo 'warranto, or by statutory proceed-
ings to contest an election; but by a long line of authorities 
in Virginia, it is now thoroughly established that whatever 
may be the general rule on this subject, in ~Virginia man-
damns does lie to recover either the possession of an office 
or to try title to said office. 
Sincla·ir vs. Y o·ung, 100 Va. 284, at 289-290. 
Roanoke vs. Elliott, 123 Va. 393, at 414. 
But even in those state which hold that mandaums does 
not lie to try title to office, yet nevertheless mandamus does 
lie on behalf of a person who, upon the face of the returns, 
l1as been found entitled to the office, and to whom a certifi-
cate of election has been ;validly and properly issued to 
obtain and recover possession of the office pending any suit, 
if such there be, to finally determine the title to· the office. 
''It is the general rule that title to a public office cannot 
be adjudicated on an application for mandamus (contract 
Virginia s~~p-ra), the proper remedy being by qito warranto 
or by the ·sta.tutory contest provided by law in many juris-
dictions. But the general rule is limited to technical officers 
and has no application to cases of mere public employment 
'* * * Also the prima facie right of a person holding a 
certificate of eleetion o1,· appointment to office to be placed 
in possession of it may be determined and enforced in man-
damns proceedings.'' 38 C. J. 705-6. 
Therefore, it may be taken as conceded that even in those 
jurisdictions where mandamus does not lie to try title to office, 
it does lie to try the rig·ht to temporary possession· of office 
. on behalf of one who holds a prima facie valid certificate of 
election thereto as against a former officer simply holding 
over. 
· See to the same effect, 9 R. C. L., pages 1152-3, sections · 
143-4. 
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DOES MANDA~fUS LIE THEREFO·RE ON BEHALF OF 
A PARTY WHO HOLDS A CERTIFICATE OF 
ELECTION FROJ\1: THE PROPER 
AUTHORITIESf 
No Virginia authority is found on this proposition but the 
following authorities are found fromJ the Supreme Court of 
West Virginia, and from other states: 
"J\tiandamus is the proper remedy to induct a person into 
office, who shows a prin~a facie legal title thereto and wrong-
fully excluded therefrom.'' Syllabus by the Court No. 1, 
Gr·iffith vs . .1.l1ercer Cou11~ty Cou,rt, 92 S. E. 676. 
"We have decided in 1J1artin vs. lVhite, 74 W. ;va. 628, 82 
S. E. 505, and in Hutto1~ vs. Holt, 52 W.Va. 672, 44 S. E. 164, 
that mandamus does lie to admit one to office where a clear 
legal right thereto is shown. The question presented here 
is, have petitioners shown tha.t clear leg·al title which en-
·titles them to their seats? It seems to be well settled by nu-
merous authorities that where one has been elected to an of-
fice, the vote canvassed by the proper authorities, the result 
ascertained and recorded, and a certificate of election issued 
to him, and he has taken the oath required and otherwise 
qualified, he is pri1na facie entitled to office, and that his pre-
decessor claiming to hold over until his successor has been 
duly elected and qualified is a mere intruder and that man-
damus will lie to co1npel him- to surrender the office to one 
having· th~ pri1na facie right. 
Su.perv·isors vs. O'Malley, 46 Wis. 35, 50 N. W. 522. 
State vs. Callahan, 4 N. D. 481, 61 N. W. 1025. 
State vs. A1·chibald, 65 N. W. 234. 
B1·idges vs 8hallc1·oss, 6 W. V a.. 562. 
People vs. Callahan, 83 Ill. 128. 
Co1wm-onwealth vs. Ross, 35 Pa. 263. 
Magee YS. s~tpervism·s' 10 Cal. 376. '' 
Tntnick vs. Town of Northview (W.Va..), 91 S. E. 1081. 
''One to whom a regular certificate of election has been 
issued is entitled to t.he office pending a contest, and a man-
damus is the proper ren1edy to enforce the right.'' Richard-
son vs. Blackstone, 135 Md. 530, 109' Atl. 440. 
''One who holds prima facie title to an office may obtain 
possession of the same by mandamus, and the title to same 
George W. DeShazo v ... D. S. Davis. Sl 
carinot be ~ried iii such proceeding. ( Oontra& Virginia:, 
s~t,.pra, as to trying title). A certificate of election issued by 
the prop~r officer, that is valid on its face and stands un-
impeached by any admitted fact is conclusive as to the right 
to possession of an office in a. proceeding in mandamus there-
for. '1 Ross vs. Hu.nter. 157 Pac. 89. 
'' lVIandamus will lie to compel an officer whose term has 
expired to deliver to the person elected to succeed him who 
holds a certifi.cate of election, and who has duly qualified, the 
books, papers, money a.nd other property belonging to the 
office." Sta.te vs. Hyland, 107 N. W. 113; State vs. Qu.irm, 
126 N. vV. 388. 
''One who possesses pri1na facie title to an office may com-
pel delivery to himself of the books, papers, seal, etc., of 
said office, by proceeding in mandamus, and the question of 
the actual ultimate title to the· office may not be raised in 
such proceeding (contract Virginia., supra, as to trying title), 
but must be reserved for a proprietary proceedings brought 
rlirectly for that purpose." Elclodt vs. Territory, 61 Pae. 
105; State vs. Kepp, 74 N. vV. 440; State vs. Kersten, 95 N. 
W. 120; In. re : Strong, 57 JYiass. 484. 
IS THE RIGH'f TO A WRIT OF MANDAMUS AF-
FECTED BY T'HltJ lt,ACT THAT THERE IS OR MAY 
BE A c·ONTEST BY WAY OFI QUO WARRANTO 
O·R STATUTORY PROOE·EDINGS P'END-
ING OR THREATENED TO TRY ULTI-
](fATE TITLE TO THE OFFICE1 
· After laying down the rule that mandamus does lie on be-
llalf of a party who has a. prima facie title to the office, 9 
R. C. L., page 1154, further says: 
"'Nor will the right to the writ be affected by the fact that 
a.nother claiming a right to the office or its actual incumbent 
ma.y be able by quo ~varranto successfully to contest the re-
lator's prima fa.cie title, either on the ground that another 
received a greater numl;>er of legal votes, etc.'' 
''Courts in mandamus proceedings to seat the holder of an 
· election certificate will not inquire into irregularities of 
· holding the election. Only if the election was void because 
unauthorized by law and the certificate of election therefore 
void, can it be raised in such proceeding.'' 
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"A certificate of election having been issued by the Clerk 
of the Court, the appointee, if there was an election authorized 
by law, was entitled to the office to which he was returned 
el~ted pending the decision of any contest or other direct 
attack that might be institU;ted, and mandamus is the proper 
m'0thod of obtaining possession of Sl!Ch office.'' Riohardsor~ 
vs. . Blackstone, 135· Md. 530, supra, citing cases. 
See also Ross vs. H wnter, 157 Pac. 89, supra; State vs .. 
Quinn, 146 N. W. 388, su.pra; Eldodt vs. Territory, 61 Pac. 
·10~, supra.. · · 
''The pendency of an election contest between candidates 
·claiming to be elected to fill a vacancy, notwithstanding its de-
termination may inidentally and collaterally affect the right 
·.of a person claiming to be elected at the same election, is no 
i~pediment to his right to apply for a mandamus to be in-
duoted into office. '' 
Syllabi 2, Griffith vs. Mercer Cou'ftty Court, 80 W. N'a.. 410, 
· 92 S. E. 676. 
''The pendency of an election contest by ·One candidate 
~ainst another for the same office does not adversely affect 
·the right of the contestee to be inducted into the office, if upon 
the face of the returns duly canvassed, the Board of Can-
vassers ascertains the result to be favorable to him, and so 
declares upon its record and issues to him the required certi-
ficate, and he otherwise complies with all preliminary legal 
requirements. 
_If a person who thus shows prima facie legal right to the 
office is denied induction into such ·office, he may enforca 
such right by mandamus.'' 
Sta.te vs. Gil~mer County Cou1·~ (W. Va.), 105 S. E. 693. 
Trunick vs. Tou~n of N orthview (W. Va.), 91 S. E. 1081, 
supra. 
1Jnder all the authorities, the pendency of an election con-
test or proceeding by q~t,o warranto is held no bar or de-
fense to the right of a writ of mandamus to obtain possession 
. of the office by a person who has been duly certified as hav-
ing been duly certified as having been elected thereto, the 
reason being that he has a primaJ facie right to the office and 
cannot be deprived thereof by a contingency that he may be 
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later ousted therefrom, and that the decision of the court in 
such mandamus proceedings a warding him custody of the 
offic.e is not conclusive of nor in bar of the right of the con-
testor in other proceedings to try title to the office. Thus it 
is said in Trunick vs. Town; of N 01·th'View, 91 S. E. 1081, su-
pra, 'vhere the writ was awarded: 
''Of course, the pri1na facie rig·ht shown by the returns of 
an election, and the declaration of the· result is not conclusive 
of the rig·ht of one to continue in office, but the prima facie 
right, as some of the authorities cited hold, entitles him to 
be inducted into the office and to remain until his right has 
been by proper proeeedings tried and determined by the 
proper triers thereof.'' 
· ''One who retains an office after the expiration of his tern1 
claiming that he is reelected, but without color of authority, 
is not a de facto officer as against one "rho holds the certifi-
cate of election to the office, and has qualified a.s required by 
law. The certificate entitles the recipient to exercise the of-
fice until the regular constitutional authority shall determine 
who is the de j~l.re officer. The rights of the de ju.re officer 
attach when he is elected, though the result is unknown un-
til it is declared by the proper constitutional authority. 
When it is so declared, it is simply the ascertainment of a 
fac.t theretofore in doubt or unsettled. The rights of the de 
facto officer under his certificate from the canvassing board 
are provisional or temporary until the determination of the 
result of the election as provided in the constitution; and 
npon that determination, if adverse to him, they cease alto-
gether.'' 9 R .. 0. L., Sec. 1116, at page 1114. 
"The prima facie right of a. person holding a. certificate 
of election to office to be placed in possession of it may be 
determined and enforced in a mandamus proceeding; but it 
is only the prin~a facie right that is determined, and the is-
suing of a mandamus to seat a person who produces the 
proper evidences of title does not settle the title at all." 
State vs. Johnson (Florida), 16 Sou. 786. 
State vs. Johnson (Florida), 11 So. 845; 18 L. R. A. 410. 
Couch vs. Sta.te (Indiana), 124 A. S. R. 221. 
C~rews vs. State, 73 N. \V. 216. 
Sta.te vs. Calla1Wrn, 61 N. W. 1025. 
State vs. Sn~ith, 142 Pac. 408. 
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And see also the West' Virginia cases above cited. 
Manot· vs. State, 49 N. E. 160. 
State vs. Sherwood, 2 Amer. Rep. 116. 
State vs. Oakes, 86 Wis. 634, 39 A. S. R. 912. 
In the leading case of State vs. Oakes, 86· Wis. 634, 39 A. 
S. R. 912, a case cited by all the authorities and text book 
writers on the subject, both of the propositions of law above 
announced were expressly decided, with abundance of reason 
and authority cited to sustain the same. The syllabi of said 
case is as follo,vs : 
''One duly declared elected to office by proper authority, 
and w~o, after receiving a certificate of election has duly 
qualified, is 11rima fa,cie entitled to the office when his term be-
gins as against every one except a de facto officer in posses-
sion under oolor of authority. De facto officers are those 
"\vho are in possession of office and discharging their duties 
under color of authority. By color of authority is meant 
authority derived from a:n election or appointment, however 
irregular or informal, so that the incumbent is not a mere 
volunteer. 
One who retains an office after expiration of his term claim-
ing· that he is relected, but without color of authority, is 
not a de facto officer, as against one who holds the certificate 
of election to the office and has qualified as required by law. 
One prima facie entitled to an office under the authorized 
canvass of votes and certificate of election may enforce his 
right to possession of the office by writ of mandamus as 
against one who holds the office without color of authority 
after the expiration of his term. 
A person entitled to immediate possession of an office un-
der his prima facie title thereto may enforce his right by 
mandamus unaffected by the fact that another claiming a 
rig·ht to the office may be able in quo warranto proceedings to 
successfully contest such prirna facie title. 
In a mandamus proceeding by a person holding prima 
facie title to an office to enforce his right to immediate pos-
session thereto, the fact that another claimant received a 
!,'Teater number of legal votes at the election is not pleadable 
as a defense.'' 
Respondent's answer (styled therein motion to quash) un-
der paragraphs 2 and 3, clauses" a" to ''f", inclusive, raises 
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no issue of fact, but under various forms of phraseology 
raises questions of law which can be, and are, covered by 
two propositions hereinabove. stated by us under propositions 
''a'' and'' b' '. The authorities above cited from this and 
other states are conclusive of such propositions, and, in our 
opinion, unquestionably require this Court to award a writ 
of mandamus in favor of petitioner. 
Respondent, in paragraph 1 of his answer (styled therein. 
motion to quash), undertakes to raise an issue of fact as to. 
the legality of the election. 
As to this we respectfully submit : 
First, that in a proceeding for mandamus by the holder of 
a certificate of election to recover possession of the offioo from 
one holding over. after his term has expired, the validity of 
the elec~ion is not put in issue by the petitioner for such 
mandamus ; and, the Court will not in such proceeding inquire 
as to the validity of the election-unless the respondent in 
such proceeding brings before the Court such issue and sub-
mits to the jurisdiction of this Court; that neither the sub-
mission of such issue to this Court nor the fact that another 
proceeding is pending for that purpose, on behalf of the re-
spondent in the mandamus proceeding, will prevent or re-
strain the Court from granting the mandamus. 
It is ~rue, of course, that a candidate who, on the face 
·of the returns, has not been elected and who has not' received 
a certificate of election, and who is contesting the election in 
the Circuit Court, cannot a.pply for a mandamus against the 
Board of Commissioners of Election to compel the issuance 
to him of a certificate. It is also unquestionably true that 
an unsuccessful candidate who has instituted an election con-
test under the statute cannot then apply to the Supreme 
Court, or any other Court, for a mandamus because he has 
already selected the forum in which he desires to adjudicate 
his rights. But in the instant case the petitioner for a man-
. damns in this Court is the holder of a certificate of election-
admitted by respondent-'s answer (styled therein motion to 
quash) as l1aving· been properly issued to him-and petitioner 
is asking in this Court, in this proceedings, to be put in pos-
session of the office to which he is prima facie entitled. Peti-
tioner. in this proceeding, is not, himself, raising the ques-
tion of the ultimate title to the office but is leaving that to the 
decision of the contested election case. 
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Secondly, That respondent, D. S. Davis, complainant in the 
contested election case, not holder of a certificate of election, 
and neither de jure nor de facto Treasurer, has in this man-
damus proceeding seen fit to bring into issue in fact the va-
lidity of the election held November 3rd, 1931. We, there-
fore, submit: 
. 1st-That the allegation is not a good defense to the issu-
ance of a writ of Mandamus for the possession of the office 
of Treasurer; And, 
2nd-That while this issue could not have been brought 
before this Oourt in this proceeding-s by petitioner, De-
Shazo, it, already having· -been put in issue in the Circuit 
Court .by D. S. Davis, that D. S. Davis could-and by his an-
swer (styled therein motion to quash) did, waive his pending 
election contest and put the same facts in issue in this man-
damus proceeding for the purpose, not of defeating petition-
er's right to a mandamus for the possession of the office, but 
for the purpose of deciding· in this mandamus proceeding the 
final title to the office, and that respondent, D. S. Davis, hav-
ing· put in issue these facts has, in fact, submitted to this 
Court the determination of the title to said office. 
We further submit that having raised these issues of fact 
and alleg·ed certain irregularities in the election as a defense 
to DeShazo's ultimate title thereto that, under the provis-
ions of Section 5837 of the Code of Virginia, it became en-· 
cumbent upon respondent to take testimony ·by way of deposi-
tions to sustain such allegations, and that, in the absence 
of any such testimony the Court must disregard said alleg·a-
tions and give final judgment in favor of DeShazo. 
If, for any reason, however, we are mistaken in the last 
proposition, we, nevertheless, submit that Davis has put in is-
sue in this Court the validity of the election of November 3rd, 
1931, and, that it is encum:bent upon him in this Court to pro-
·ceed under the statute aforesaid to take depositions and to 
sustain in this tribunal his allegation of invalidity in the 
said election. 
Respondent having- made .a copy of his complaint in the 
contested election case a part of his answer (styled therein 
motion to quash) in this mandamus proceeding, has brought 
into issue in this Court all of the issues formerly pending· 
in the contested election case in the Circuit Court and has 
wa·ived the jurisdiction. of the Circuit Cottlrt, as he has a right 
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to do, and has submitted such issues to the jurisdiction of this 
Court where it ~ay be now, under such proceeding a.s this 
Court directs, finally heard and determined. 
We, reiterate, however, the proposition tl1a.t whether or 
not the question of the validity of the election be, or be not, 
either now or later, determined by this Court, that such de-
cision has no bearing or effect on the right of petitioner in 
this proceeding·, upon the face· of the petition and respond-
ent's answer (styled therein motion to quash), as a matter 
of law, to the awarding of an immedia.te preemptory writ of 
mandamus for the possession of said office, pending the de~ 
termination of the ultimate title to said office. 
In conclusion, 've desire to call the attention of the Court 
to the imperative necessity of a speedy decision in this mat-
ter. As stated in our oral request for an immediate hearing, 
funds belonging to the County are being held up, the functions 
of the office is being exercised by a man 'vho is under no 
bond, who is neither a de jure nor a de facto officer and who 
is not recognized by the :Oepartment of Finance of the State 
of Virginia, or the Treasurer's Office of the State of Vir-
ginia as the proper and legal officer to which instructions, 
n1oney and other matter are to be sent. We, therefore, re-
spectfully request that an opinion in this matter be handed 
down on the next opinion day January 28th, 1932. 
I I 
Respectfully submitted, 
liORACE j\.f. FOX, 
of Roanoke, Virginia, 
JOHN W. CARTER, JR., 
of 1\{artinsville, Virginia, 
.Attorneys for Petitioner. 
